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THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


On the » iteess of the Spirit. 
{An EF xtract.]} 
The Holy Ghost acts as a Spirtt of 
Adoption, inspiring filtal love and con- 
fidence—What his witness ts, and 
how wt is connected with that of our 
own sprrit---This “ full assurance of 
hope” is described as the privilege and 
atlainment of believers—ycl it ts not es- 
cential to faith—is areas onable expoeta- 
tion—and will produce the bist effects. 
Before we close our account of 
the various offices of the Holy Ghost, 
it will be necessary to notice more 
distinctly that ope ration of his grace 
by which he inspires the faithtal | 
with confidence towards God from | 
ihe knowledge of their present ace 
ceptance, and of the security of their, 
future inheritance. ‘To this know- 
ledge of their salvation they are | 
called, and many of them, at least, 
are spoken of as having actua''y at- 
tuined to the enjoyment of the pri- | 
vilege. ‘They have not received 
the spirit of bondage, again to fear; | 
hut they have received the spirit of | 
adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, 
Father. The Spiri€ itself beareth 
witness with their spirii, that they 
are then children of God, and if 
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their state and character. 





\ children, then heirs of God, and joint 
(heirs with Christ.’* 
ay rostolical description of their bles- 


Such ia the 


| sednesa and there can be none more 
exalted, none more discriminative of 
‘Here we 
pereeive the high and generous prin- 
ciples by which they are actuated ; 

| the peace, the confidence, the joy, 
which they possess; and the divine 


vagency by which these things are 


elfected. 

They, who were sfrangers aod 
ene mies to God, are taken into his 
tamily, and acknowledged as his 
‘sons and daughters. ‘his is Adop- 
jton—and their disposition accords 
with that of dutiful, aflectionate, and 
beloved children. Once they might 
‘he under the Spirit of Bondage, in- 
fluenced by low servile motives, at- 
tentive to duties, not from any de- 


| light in them, but dreading the conse- 


quences of disobedience, and feeling 


|not the enlivening hope of accep. 


tance. Such is the state of those, 
* who are under the law,” and whose 
observance of its precepts is con- 
strained, proceeding only from the 
terrible apprehension of its eurse, 
and therefore complained of as a 


severe and wretched drudgery.— 


* Rom, vill, 15-17. 
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Such also ie the condition of believ- 
ers upon their first convictions ; per- 


ceiving their obligations to the di-f 


vine law, and its exteneve de- 
mands, though not ifs excellence, 
they labour to fulfil it, but they 
“|abonr in the very fire ;” their ex- 
ertions are paintul and prevail not. 


nor can they be released from this | 


rigorous and = afflictive servitude, 
but by a clear view and believing 


Christ. 


Un the Witwess of Cie Spiris 






| 


expectation of the mercy revealed | 
7 he i. wine * a> 

iv the gospel. ‘This * spirit of Bond- 

age,’ produces fear, and may, for the 

time, have a beneficial tendency as 

restraining them from many ile and 

preparing them for the reception of 


‘Thus he gave (testimony to the word 


But it is by no means de- | 
tirable that they should rest in it | 


API Ile 


1. What is the witness of the 
Spirit? Phere ts an external test- 
mony of the divine well, to which 
ihe demands the attention of the 
-workd. The whole of the sacred 
reriptures are His declaration, mak- 
ing known to us whatever things we 
should believe, practise, or expect: 
lor * holy men of trod spake as they, 
weee moved by the Holy Ghost.’* 
ile has also contirined this testimony 
by various airaculotis operations, 
which were intended to ratily if, as 
‘by his own seal, and to procure for 
jt oniversal eredit and reception — 


ob his grace, and granted signs and 
wouders to be dove by the hands of 
the apostles.’ + 

but the witness of which we now 
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and its entire removal, opow their} 
advancement in the huowledge ol} speak, is of a kind altogether dis- 
salvation, should excite their thar k- ! tioet. tor it is internal. The religion 
fulness. of Christ is to be found not only in 

Now they serve the Lord in a | the written word, but in the hearts 
more cheerful and lively manner; ) of t's people; in them, at least, is 
not with less diligence, bot upon! the counterpart of what is described 
different principles; not dreadiog | in the book of inspiration ‘Thus * he 
hia wrath, or presuming to merit his! that believeth on the Son of God 
favour, but as being infiuitely iudelt-!) hath the witness in himself’ Ut is 
ed to his grace, and rejoicing in bis} this inward evidence into which we 
love. ‘his is the * Spirit of Adop- tare inquiring. 





tion,’ which gives them access to 
God with boldness, and enables them 
by his own convincing energy and 
from decided evidence, to conclude 
whose they are, and to what an in- 


‘The Lord God, the Spirit, hath 
vrought a marvellous work in the 
souls of the redeemed. By his inys- 
lerious operation they are ‘born 
again, they become * new creatares,’ 


or are created anew, they are ‘risen 
lrom the dead, and * quiekened toge- 
ther with Christ.” Vet through their 
remaining ignorance and depravity, 
and in’ consequence of setting up 


heritance they tre entided. With 
enlarged alfections, therefore, of gra 
titude, love, and zeal, they ery, * Ab 
ba, Father,’ assured of his parental | 
regard, and feeling towards him the! 


A 





as 
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most dutiful subjection of heart 
all this business the Holy Ghost is 
the principal agent. [ie tesiifieth 
to them the wondrous fact, but at 
the same tiie he calls in the addi- 
tional testimony of their own con- 
sciences, and argues upon it. * | he 


their spirits, that they are the chil- 
dren of God.’ Let us investivate 


the nature of this attestation, and 9 %2 Pet.i. 21. t Acts wiv. 3. 
unquire—- | 


In | 
ne 


false 0 orks and evidences, they may 
‘not be fully aware of the ehanve 
| whieh He has produced. He alone 
jean disperse their doubts and fears 
_coneerning if, and give them an en- 
tire persuasion of its reality. ‘This 


| he does by shining upon his work, 
Spirit itself beareth witness with | 


and exhibiting itto their view. Then 
'they are constrained to allow, that 


+ 3 Joho v.10, 
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‘He hatb delivered then: from the 
power of darkness, and hath trans 
lated them into the kingdom ol 
Christ;** and they exclaim in admi- 
tation, gratitude, and praise, * What 
hath God wrought! + By his sove- 
reign and gracious act, in adoption 
wud regenerauon, they are admitted 
into tne number ot his children; but 
they enjoy not the dull comfort ot 
the privilege, till * they receive the 
Spirit of Adoption” whereby thes 
ery, ‘Abba Pather” He alone by 
bis mighty energy convinces them 
ef their happy state; the Spirit 1- 
aeit benreth witness, that they are 
the children of Good, 

This persuasion of their accept 
ance amounts to what is generally 
termed assurance ; a word ip some 
disrepute, and whieh probably to 
many persons may convey wrong 
Meas. 
a biameabie and dangerous pre- 
sumption, of a raeh and insolent lor- 
wardness, of an ungrounded confi- 
dence, which may be fatal to the 
possessor. But, lrowever the thing 
may be counterfeited, mistaken, or 
abused. it will appear, upon a lair 
examination, to be the subject of 
promise to the tiithful, their most 
inestimable privilege, productive of 
the most beneticin! eTeets, both in 
holiness and in eomfort. — It is the 
knowledge of forgiveness, the joy of 
salvation, the hope of heaven. Is 
this to be objected to? - Let it, how- 
ever, be carelully remarked, that 
uwone but the Holy Ghost can be- 
stow if, and that to hime alone our 
application should be male. Let it 
not be supposed to reailt from a 
wild imagination, or the most stre- 
nuous exertions we can make. We 
inquire— 

2. How the witness of the Spirit is 
connected with that of our own Spi- 
rit? This consideration will be of pe- 
culiar importance, as it wilf guard us 
against the absurdities and gischiels 


@Oo',1.%3. + Numb. xxtii. 23 


[t may susyvest the notion of 


Os the Witoess of the Spur, 
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haf any sin. 
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of enthusiasm. The scriptural assur. 
ance ol which we speak,is not proda 
ced by any immediate voice or reve 
lation from heaven; itis not built up 
“ou any dreams or Visions, or the strong 
mppression ol any texts of scripture 
on the mind; nor does it imply any 
violent unpulse or perturbation. The 
Holy Spirit works in a rational, and 
generally in a tranquil and silent 
way. He calls forth evidence in 
order to establish his conclusion, 
aud such evidence as is not obscure 
or equivocal, but clear and incontre 
vertible. It is that of ‘our owa 
Spirit by which we understand not 
the strength of tancy, not any bold 
contidence, of which we can give no 
(consistent account, but the prevail- 
ing tempers and dispositions of our 
own miuds, as subdued and sancti- 
tied by the grace of God, and brought 
into a state of cheerful subjection to 
j his will. 
| Do we possess sincere contrition 
‘and abhorrence of sin?) Do we teed 
‘a supreme regard to Christ, aod un- 
reser ed dependence upon him? 
‘Is the f:vour oF God in our estima 
ition preferable to all the world can 
offer us’ Do we love his service 
even when most arduous; and ac- 
count it our highest privilege to pro 
mote his glory? ‘These are the 
fruits of the Spirit. and by him they 
may be so clearly displayed. as ef- 
leciually to convince us that we are 
partakers of his influence, and that 
che has begun in us that * good 
work’? which will be coosummated 
in heaven. Such is his testimony, 
united with that of a devoted heart 
and good conscience. 
‘This representation of the subject 
Will also preserve us from the licen- 
tousness of Antinomianism. For, 


according to the statement here giv- 


i 
} 
‘ 
j 





ven, whatever may be the bold pre- 
tences of hypocrites and deevivers, 
| the assurance ol true believers ix not 
, consistent with the loved practice 
It is necessarily eon- 
nected with integrity and prrity of 
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mind, that ix, with sanctification— 
yet no legal or self righteous princi- 
ple is hereby encouraged, though 
the interests of evangelical holiness 
are promoted aud secured. For 
what is the witness of acarnal heart 
enslaved to sin, and alienated from 
the love of God? What are its 
plana, its purposes, and desires? If 
these be fairly stated, will they fur 


‘ . he _* 
nish any declaration, on which the 


Holy Spirit will ground a favourable 
inference ? 

Let the solemn inquiry then be 
made-—What has He wrought in 
our hearts?) What are our disposi 
tions towards God, or his law? Do 
we admire his perfections ? Do we 
cheerlully submit to his authority ? 
Do we esteem all his precepts to be 
right? What is the state of our 
minds towards (hrist and hia salva- 
tion? Is He our hope, our file, our 
peace, our joy? And are we, through 
the knowledge and faith of Him, 


sin? Who are the persons, and 
what the objects that engage our 
warmest affections? Do we love 
the brethren?’ As ‘ strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth, are we seek- 
ing a better country ?? Can we say, 
*‘T’o me, to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain? A satisfactory re- 
ply to these inquiries would furnish 
a strong and decisive evidence in 


our faveur, of which we should not } 


be reluctant to take the eomlort.— 
Even an apostle was consoled and 
animated by pe:ceiving within him- 
self the marks of divine grace. * Our 
rejoicing is this, the testimony of 
our conscience, that in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly 
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we 
have had our conversation in the 
world ** And shall not we make 
the same appeal’ If the Lord has 
wrought effectually in us, to recon 
cile us to himself, and to give usa 
holy consistency, strength and de- 


* 2 Cor. i. 18. 
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to glory.’ 
vation: L will trust and not be afraid.’ 
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light in his service, why should we 
deny his work or endeavour to dis- 
jprove its reality. Let us rather 
icheertully acknowledge it with crate- 
ful adoration, and rejoice in the as- 
surance of his love. 

‘This is a doctrine which has met 
wilh much opposition and reproach. 
| And, possibly, that treatment may 
in part have arisen from the absurd 
representations, or the sad abuses of 
it, which, so far from vindicating, 
we lament and condemn. But we 
maintain that ‘the full assurance of 
hope’ is desevibed throughout the 
-criptures as the privilege and at- 
lainment of believers. Do not these 
favoured persons in different ages, 
speak the same language of lively 
iconiidence: Even in the old testa- 





pment they declare, ‘the Lord of 


hosts is with us; the God of Jaeob 
is our refuge”  ‘O God, thou art 


ny God, eotly will I seek thee.’ 
J' Thou shalt gaide me with 
crucified to the world and dead to} 


thy 


counsel, and allerwards receive me 
‘Rehold God is my sal- 


‘I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation.’— 


Thus they testified, even in the 


darkness of mncient dispensatioas, 
that * the work of righteousness shall 
be peace; and the eflect of right- 
eousuess, quictness and assurance 
for ever.”* 

The full end clear licht of the 
gospel revelaiion was not calculated 
to produce doubt and uncertainty. 
Accordingly. the primitive christians 
spake and weted as men assured of 
their acceptance and = salvation.— 


conciled to God by the death of his 
Son; much more being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his fife.’ 
‘Who shail separate us from the love 
of Christ’ We are more than con- 


-querors through Him that loved us. 


| 


‘Lherefore, we are always confident. 


‘ 
| * Psalm xvi. 7. Isxiii. 1. Ixxiii. 24. Isaiah 





i) ¥M. 2. exNf1. 37. Hab. iii, 18. 


a ne 


‘When we were enemies we were res 


pemiean me 


“ 





: 





i 


for the 


1820. On the Witness of the Spirit, 965 


4 
and willing rather to be absent trom 
the body, and to be present with the 
Lord.” For our conversation ds, in 
heaven, from whence also we look 
saviour, the Lord Jesus 
‘whom, having not seen, 


Christ: 


‘We love; in whom, though now we 


Bee him not, yel believing, We re- 
joice with joy unspeakable aud tull 
of glory” * We know that we are 
of frod, and shall assure our hearts 
before him. We know that we dwe! 
in kun aud he in us, beeause be 
hath given us of bia Spirit. Belov- 
ed, now are we the Sous of God, 
aud it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we koow that whea 
He shall appear, we shall be like 
him: jor we shall see him as he is ’* 

A strong argument tor this doe- 
trine is also derived from those de 
scriptions, which represent the work 
of the Spirit as a seal or an earnest ; |) 
Giod hath sealed us aud given * the 
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts; ’ 
‘alter that ye also believed in Chest, 
ye were sealed with that Holy Spi- 
rii of promise, which is the earnest ol 
our inheritance.’ + What other inter- 
pretation can be given but this, that 





the conversion and sanctification of} 
believers, their Knowledge, faith, and 
love,are as the stamp of God, which 
the Lioly Ghost has impressed upon 
their souls, whereby they are mark- 
ed and acknowledged tor his own, 
their interest in his covenant is as- 
certained to them, and an iffallible | 
pledge is given them of their perse- | 
verauce and final salvation ? 
Why is buman ingenuity to he 
put to the stretch to explain away | 
this forcible language, as if it meant | 
| 


nothing, or nothing tous? Shall we 
allow that the privilege and the’ 
blessedvess which it describes. were 
contined to the primitive times? No, 
they are understood and expertiens cd | 
in the present day. Much as mod- 


* Rom. v. 10. viii. 35, 37. 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. | 
hil. iii. 20. 3 Pet. i. 8. 1 Jobn iid. 2, 19. iv. 

33. ¢.. 19. 
+ 2 Cor. i. 22. Eph. 1. 15, 14. 


as 


‘ 


ern christians may seem to be ener- 
‘vated, not a lew among them cao 
speak of their hopes and enjoy ments, 
‘even as ancient saints, and adopt 
the same strong declarations, We 
refer not to the enraptured visionary 
and wild enthusiast, but to men of 
clear discernment and solid piety, 
who are generally allowed to be 
jprudent and judicious upon other 
_subjec is. W hy is their testimony 
ito the point in question to be dis- 
ccredtied 2? The ignorance or inexpe- 
rience of others, ought not to be 
urged as an objection; it is the 
ishame and reproach of many, that 
they have not atlaived the same 
cheppiness. Butit is the Spirit only, 
that ‘revealeth the things which 
,God hath prepared for them that 
love him.’ ‘he natural man receiv- 
‘eth them not; for they are foolish- 
‘ness unto him: neither can he know 
‘the ‘mm, bee oune they are spiritually 
discerned.’ 

Yet the assurance of which we 
speak, is not essential to faith. I! 
will generally accompany a high 
degree of it. Hut there are sincere 
| persons, who are endued with only 
sinail measures of grace, or in whom 
the exercise ol that grace may be 
greatly obstructed. 

Where such defects or hinder 


Jances prevail, many tears and die 


tresses may be expected to arise. 
‘There may be a‘ need’ for them 
to be ‘in heaviness for a season 
through  maniloid —temptations.’¢ 
They may be forcibly appealed to, 


| as tothe ground of their suspense 


and perplexity, ‘O thou of Jittle 
faith, wherelore dost thou doubt?’ 
Hut they should be encouraged : 
Them that are weak in the faith, re- 
ceive you; bear their infirmities.’4 


|‘ Strengthen ve the weak hands, 


and contirm (he feeble knees.” ‘Who 


jis among you that feareth the Lord. 


Cor, ti. iQ, 14. 
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that obeyeth the voice of his ser- | circumspect, and ensuee their atten : 
vant, that walketh in darkness, and| tion to duty? Will not the weib 
hath no light? Let bim trust in the || grounded expectation) of heaven 
name of the Lord, and stay upon his prove far more eficacious in these 
(fod. * Independence on the divine (very respecta? ‘very man that , 
promise, and in the diligent use «) jhath this hope in him, purifeth bom 
means, let him hope and quietly ‘-ell even as God is pure’* Love 
wait for the knowledge of salvation ; || 1s the noblest and strongest principle 
nor shall he be disappointed in the of ol«idience; nur can it) be, but 


— 


end. w that » sense of God's love to us will 
Who shall presnme to say, that {increase our desire to please him, 
this knowledge ia unatisioable 2?) Js lend eoimate our zeal to promote hia : 
it impossible tor God to have such!) gory. ‘The fear which arises from 
an access fo our mind, aw to assure | suspicion, will alienate our atlee- i 


me of his love? Or would such a | tiows and check all our energies; 
communication be anworthy of him? | but the joy of the Lord will be our 
W ho shall limit the greatness of his { strength. y 

power, or the riches ol his grace?) Uhat we may further improve the 
Nay, ia it not a most reasonable ex- subject, 
pectation, that he will manifest bis) 1. Let us shake off atl spiritual 

favour to his people, aud thus ani-| sloth, and be roused to the ntost 

mate them to persevere in hie ser f atrenuous efforts to urecure the bles- 

vice? Are not you solicitous to! sing. Such is St. Peter's direction. . 
attach your dear ehildrem to your i the rather, brethren, give diligence 
wives, by a full declaration of your; to make your calling and election 

affectionate regard?) And while the} sure t It is not to be obtained, 
children of God meet with so many [without earnest seeking, perhaps 
diseouragements both within and} long waiting. Press forwards, then, 

without them, shall their heavenly } without weariness, and labour yét 

Father keep them in a servile dread) more abundantly. Uf all) your en- 

of hia displeasure. or in a state of} deavoura hitherto have been unsue- 








= 








‘ tremendous suspense as to their} cessful, search out the cause. Is 

if | eternal destination? No, he yearns] there no sin to be put away?) No 
i | with tenderness and compassion to-/ right hand to he cut off? No right > 
i@ Wards them, and will hasten to ad- ey eto be plucked out? Beware of ' 
iy minister consolation. grieving the Spirit by any negli- : 
tit W ho then shall say, that any bad) gence or misconduct; and refuse not 

iif effects, injurious to the cause of | his consolations by the perverseness 
' truth and holiness, will follow from |! ot unbelief. | 
this assurance? We do not vindi- |} 2. Let us be solicitous to preserve 


Cate every vain pretender to ‘the w oa atively hope by an honourable de- 
ness ofthe spirit: we are aware that ||portment, and by cultivating a holy 
there are those, in whose professions |/ fellowship with God. However 
of religion we ean see nothing but | strong he our confidence, or eaptur- 
their forwardness and contidence to) ous our enjoyments, sin would soon . 
recommend them. But let us not!| bring us down trom eminence, eover 
reject any doctrine ol revelation, jus with darkness and disgrace, and 
through an over-anxious fear of con- | excite the most horrible apprehen- 
sequences. Is it necessary that men!) sions. We should not wonder that . 
should be keptin continual dread et '| we are oppressed with fears, if we 
damnation, in order to render them | 














#1 John, iii. 3.0 * Nelrein. viii. 10. 
i © Rarah, v«xv. 3, TH > +2Pet. i. 20, 
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are not elreumspect; the God of be tried by that rule? or have you 
purity will assuredly punish us tor | no fears of the result’ Will you not 
oor untethiuloess in his covenant. § consider, what will the end be? 
by withdrawing from us the tight! tiave you not some awlul presage 
and comfort of his spirit. pod impending destruction: Yet bad 
what ead interruptions, and what) as your case is, we know what the 
acute distresses, arise from these 4 grace of God can eflect. He can 
shamelul declensions and incensist | pardon: be can sanetify: he can 
encies! Every failure, indeed, vught | still adopt you into bis own tamily, 
not to cast us down; nor should we | and you shall become the sons and 


cor clude, from one instance ol trans- | daughters of the Lord Almighty. 


gression, that all our former proles- | Will you not pray tor, desire, or ac- 
kions were false and hypoeritical. | cept this grace. What! are you 
jut it bedes ill, when those, who} content to be ‘the children of 
lall and are not ‘renewed again) wrath ©, that you would) ery 
unto repentance, lose nothing of mightily for deliverance, if perad- 
_— confidence. Then  veature the rich mercy ot the gospel 
. Let us examine, of what sort] may be still extended to you, and 
our aie comlorts are. Under dome Christ be glorified in your 
the fear ‘of being deceived, let us in- | everlasting salvation! 
quire, whence do they come, whither 
do they lead, and what is their ef- 
lect’: Are they eanch as we may batract of a letter from 2 young lady es a 


’ i ied 


—s— 


. hye { Wincbester, (a member « tthe Byprece; alehu. iy 
fairly conclude to originate trom the | wher tread in Michuond. 
spirit of grace, and not from the de- Winchester, 29th Nor. 1819. 
lusive suggestions of satan’ 10 they | yy beloved Wriond, 
draw forth our hearts in warmest al- | | How long has your precious letler 


fections to God’ Do they render | lain unacknowledged. 1 had forgot- 
sin more odious, and obedience more | ten that two letters were due from 
delightful’ Does * the spirit of adop- “me to you. lL am pleased to find 
tion’ produce in us the filial disposi. | that you have disearded the idea 
tions of reverence and submi-sion,' that your letters would be unwel- 
trust, gratitude, and ailection, towards |} come. How could you do me suck 
our heavenly father? Let praise be) injustice as fora moment to imagine 
given to him for whatever is good in| such a thing? Your friendship, that 
ourselves: and while we desire to) best cement of the soul, is dear to 
serve him with fidelity and zeal, let) me,and how can we better majatain 
the firm persuasion of his love iuspire | it than by epistolary intercourse ‘ 
our souls with the most blissful ex- | { trust our views, our wishes, our 
pectations. For thue we way ar- | hopes, apd our aim, are the same, 
gue: ‘if we be children, then beirs; and all centre in the blessed Jesus. 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with |O iy dear friend, is his glory dearer 
Christ.’ |to us than any thing ia the world: 
‘To careless sinuers this may | With all our getting? do we endea- 

be an uninteresting subject: but we | vour to get uuderstanding‘ Has that 
ask, Will you not listen to the word | religion a seat in our hearts, which 
of friendly admonition ? What is the }is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
spirit you have received: Who is jeasy to be entreated, full of mercy 
your father? "There is a rule laid |and good fruits, without  pactiality 
down by whieh ‘the children of jand without hypocrisy’? Have we 
God are manifest. and the children’|}been enabled to live above the 
of the devil’® Can you bear to} world? to rise superior to its puerile 
® I Joba iii, Lo 1 amusements’ to ceatre all our afce- 
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tions on the unchangeable God, and | have I! 


Extract of a Letter froma young Lads. 


APRIL, 


How much cause to ex- 


wit with Mary at the feet of Jesus. | claim, ‘itis of thy mereres i am not 


and learn of him who was meek and | 
lowly in heart’ bo we treasure up 
bis precepts in our hearta, and at all 
times act under their influence 


Have we, indeed, imbibed the same | 


spirit which was in Christ Jesus: 


been washed white in the 
the Lamb, and have through much 
tribulation entered the kingdorn ot) 
heaven’? These are perilous times, 
when iniquity abounds, and the love | 
of many waxes cold ; when contro-. 
versies and divisions prevail, not 
only amongst mere professing Chris. , 
tians, but amongst those of whose 
sincerity we can entertain no doubt. 


I feel more and more tie necessity 
of living near to a throne of grace. 


of freque ut self-ifspection, for our 


enemies are numerous 5 


ing baits are spread around, 
enter in at our ears, our eyes, and 
every sense is an avenue through 
which they will enter, if we be not 
constantly on the alert; and well) 
do | realize the words of oar Lerd, 
when he says,*a man’s foes shall) 
be those of his own household.’ | 
My treacherous heart feels its truth. 
© let us remember that the kingdom | 
of heaven suffereth violence, and. 
the violent take it by foree. We 
war against principalities and porw-. 
ers, and spiritual wickednesses in- 
high places. 
my dear friend ? I trust you ‘ive near 
your covenant God anid Saviour, 
and enjoy much of the light of your: 
heavenly Father's countenance, and | 
that you are engaged in promoting | 
his cause. © that it were so with! 
me. I am so cold, so careless, so) 
stupid; I live often at such an im-| 

| 


mense distance from him, so often | 
grieve his holy spirit; but O w hat | 
reason {0 praise his long suifering | 


i! I tail not. 
| his wandering sheep, he brings them 
pack, restores his comforts to them. 


shalt 


they sur-| 


round us on every side; the eusnar-. 
and | 


| . . 
multiplying words 


How is it with you, | 


consumed, because thy com passions 
‘The great shepherd seks 


Ab, to us does, and ever must belong 


shame and contusion of tace, but to 
Are we, in short, tollowing the foot.) him 
ateps of those whore robes have- 


blood of | 


be all the glory. Mere our 
shies are olten dark and cloudy, and 
during our brightest seasons, we see 
hum only as through a glass darkly ; 
put when death shall unbind the 
chains which teiter our souls, then 
soaring on the wings ol immortality, 
we shall behold him tace to face, then 
we hnow even as we are 
known; enraplured we shall unite 
our voices In the seng of Moses and 


the Lamb, and spend a blissful eter- 


nity in praising and admiring the 
wonders of redemption. Redemp- 
iiun! glorious theme! Prophets and 
kings desired to see the glorious day, 
bat died without the sight. Angels 
desire to penetrate the sacred mys- 
iery, buttcannot comprehend it. How 
then shall poor stupid, blind mortals! 
How shall [ afte set to expatiate on 
the subjeet? | feel myself totaily 
inadequate, and oftentimes feel so 
unworthy, that [ am almost afraid 
to speak of it at all, lest If should be 
without koow- 
ledge. O could my heart be but 
duly impressed with a sense of its 
importance, so that my continual 
aim might be to secure an interest in 
it! I trust it 1s my desire to do so, 
and wisely to improve the ynany in- 
estimable privileges L enjoy. ‘This 
lime and this nation is peculiarly 
blessed with gospel privileges. Hf 
we slight them, better will it be for 
Sodom and Gomorrah, than for us 
in that day. That God may bless 
you, and his peace remain with. vou, 
is my sincere prayer. When at the 
throne of almighty grace, continue 
te remember your unwerthy friend, 
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(Contiunued from page 237.) 


LETTIB.A Vili. 
Bear Sir, 

In a former letter I offered you 
some thoughts on a city charge: the 
eountry now demands our attention. 
[ own my predilection ; for although 
I should like to go to town now and 
then, | should dread to be detained 
there. 1 am always uneasy alter a 
day or two, and begin to recollect, 
with a sort of longing, those scenes 
which, however coarse or common, 
are still dear, on the score of old 
acquaintance. I know of no situa- 
tion that L could promise myself 
more happiness in, than that of a 
country clergyman. His intercourse 
With his flock would be enough to 
answer all the purposes of society ; 
and if his tranquillity or his studies 
should require it, he could coop him- 
self up in a more absolute secrecy, 
than is aitainable in tewn. ‘here 
seems to me to be a great deal of 
solace in a retreat of this sort, espe- 
cially after having been fatigued, and 
perhaps disordered by the agilations 
of social life. It is a harbour tor 
the distressed barque that must now 
be refitted or absolutely foundered ; 
and should be resorted to like other 
succonrs of frail mortality, not to 
indulge our indolence, but to repair 
our loss of health or spirits, and 
make us more competent to the bu- 
siness that yet remains. 

In a country congregation you 
cannot expect to dispose ef your 
more learned or curious .acquisi- 
tions; for they would not understand 
even your language; but common 
sense, which like bread and but- 
ter suits all sorts of people, will 
not. lose its estimation among them. 
They have not only an understand- 
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that though rhetoric ia understood 
only by the learned, it is as etlectu- 
cally fett by a ploughmaa as the 
most learned Quintilian. They will 
not say, indeed, that your apostro- 
phes are the voie of transport, or 
that your anti(beses are so many 
traits of wit; but they will say that 
you preached powerlully—-and that 
sometimes they could not forbear 
shedding tears. 1 know of nothing 
more flattering to a man’s feelings 
than this aort of succese—to manage 
the multitude—to summon their at- 
tention, and to modify their concep- 
tions of the subject as may be most 
to the speaker's purpose. To lay 
hold on their passions, and by a 
\skilful incitement of hope or fear, 
desire or abhorrence, to exercise @ 
‘kind of despotism on the human 
mind, and in a manner to become 
ithe soul of the audience. ‘This, I 
say,is highly flattering, and I should 
‘not wonder if a man who was con- 
scious of any such faculty were to 
cultivate it merely for the sake of a 
| vain-glorious display. But this mo- 
‘tive cannot be tolerated ia the pul- 
pit, as being oot only selfish, but 
liable to dangerous abuse. Happy 
is it when our benevolence and our 
pleasure conspire, and those exer- 
tions which reflect the most honour 
upon ourselves are the moat service- 
able to mankind. And this I sup- 
pose to be the case with the chris- 
tiun orator, in which, as 1 observed, 
he may succeed as happily in the 
country as any where. His hearers 
/may be less intelligent, and there- 
he less susceptible of refined and 
artificial attraction; but if the con- 
fined manner of their education and 
‘converse has shut out the graces of 
‘elocution, and the subtilties of sci- 
‘ence, their simplicity offers you a 








readier passage to their heart; and 


ing that will make a toferable hand while, perhaps, with all your ad- 
of plain English, but they have pas || dreas, you could ouly have amused 


sions that will do honour to your 
oratorical powers. 


Vol. 1.,.No. 9. 2 


It is remarkable 


will ta this case have excited eatu- 


\" more intelligent andience, you 
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tary emotions, and made some ac- | 


tual progress towards the salvationof | long as they do not betray us inte 
/auy immorality, we need vot be un- 
easy about it; for although we are 


those who hear you. 


Am | mistaken, or ia it a fact, || 


'} 


that a vieit in the country is more 
gratefully received, and conducted 
with a higher sense of social plea- 
eure, than in town? ‘There is less! 


disguise, and the simplicity of their | 


manners, will exhibit their senti- 
ments with more fidelity, if not with 
more politeness, than we can allow 
ourselves to expect in the fashion-— 
able world. Never shall | forget 
the alacrity and speaking solicitude 
with which I have been entertained | 
by people, whose manners were like - 
their furniture, very plain indeed, | 


but at the same time very sulficient || 
ty, and the true use of refigion ~~ 


to demonstrate their hinduess, and 


APRIL, 


ithan rational conclusions, and as 


called rativoal creatures we are 
strictly so in very tew thing-. 

"The plaioness of country manners 
will favour a certain sort of pastoral 
duty that [ have always found diiti- 
cult, that is personal tustruction and 
admonition. 
people it requires address, and olten 
occasions a good deal of anxiety; 


but ta those who are accustomed to 


say only what they mean, your 
;communications in this way can 
hard!y be too expheit, provided 
, your manner is decent and friendly. 
This is the life of christian socie- 


exhibit all that is valuable in po- |) Why should we leave the feNowship 


liteness itself. 
we are christians, and cbhristiau min- 


the characters of simplicity and 
godly sincerity; and whether it is 
through prejudice ornot, | must own 
that | have usually expected to meet 
with those characters rather in the 
country than in town. 

Perhaps another thing that re- 
commends country society is, the | 
intervals, whieh are necessarily 
more considerable than when peo- 
ple five 80 near one another as to 
meet almost every day. Any thing 
by being very frequently repeated 
becomes less interesting ; and so in 
tuwa, though the habit of good vee | 

| 


| 
| 
* . } 
iaters, we should be pleased with | 
' 








{ 
| 


ners will Keep up an appearance 
of mutual complacency, it is really 
not so cordial as when it has been | 
for some time suspended by distance | 
of place, and consequently by dis-| 
tance of time, ag is usually the case 
ju the country. These are my own | 


nouions ol the matter—perhaps they | 


are not just. If you can view the 
subject in a beiter light you wii! 
determine more judiciously, and | 
perhaps more happily. it ust, in- 
deed, be owned, that a great many 





- | 
More especially as! 


’ 


of saiuts to the age ot martyrs? 
‘Is not Christ as mighty now as then, 
and is not the grace of the gosjel 


| 


as important to us as to any former, 


generation? ‘hen why is it not & 
‘matter of conversation—why is ‘it 
dropped inte oblivion, with the pre- 
dictions of astrology and the dreanis 
|of the old Rosicrucian ? Most cer- 
tainly, if we believe the bible se- 
riously, it will come in for a share, 
vat least, of our conversation; and 
| to a spiritaally-minded man nothing 
can be more truly pleasing than a 
‘companion, a fellow traveller, to 


| whom he can unbosom himself, and 


_with whom he can commune about 
the coneerns of an eternal state. 
"The ministry of the godyel seeins 
‘to be a rural business. ‘The scene 
of action is laid in the country. A 
preacher is a shepherd, and the peo- 
ple 40 whom he preaches are hie 


flock. He is a husbandman, and 


his parish or distriet is a field, in 
which he sows the word. ‘I'he 
'vround is good or bad. as the hearts 


of the people are well-or ill disposed 


and the crows or any other mischie- 
vous bird, represent the devil, whose 
husiness it is fo frustrate the labour 


vf our opinions are rather prejudices, of luvye, and to deprive suuls of all! 


Among ceremonious 


~ 


a 
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the benefit of religious ordinances, to | 


stop the growth of every chrisuan 

Virtue, and imstead thereet to pro- 
duce (hose briars and thorns which 

are nigh wnto cursing, and whose end | 
is fo be burnt. Fron these and a 
great many allusions that we meet) 
with ia the history of Christ, it ap-| 
pears, not only that the gospel was 
rst preached to country people 
who required that mode of iustruc- 
tion, but that it originally bears 
an amlogy to the employments 
and hatats of the eountry rather than 
of the towa; and to mention one 
thing more, (tor Lb am afraid | shall 
try your patience witha dissertation | 
instead of a letier,) | conceive the | 
people ot the country to be more in- | 
hoceat than those masses of human 
mature Which betray their wicked-| 
vesp and depravity by vices which: 
are seldom to be met with, but in 
populous towns. ‘The earliest, and 
perhaps, the happiest ages ol man- 
kind bear a rural character; whence | i 
1 continue to associate the ideas of | 
rural Hie and happiness, and per- | 
haps to love people of that deserip- 
tion more entirely than others. Af- 
ter all, my reasons may be only | 
reasons tu inysell; tor it would be | 


i 
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| what you wish, yourself. 


bes Berd 
eit 
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solemn purpose of a young man dedi- 


| cating himseli to the mimstry. [ 


loresee, or lancy that | foresee, the 
clouds of ignorance rolling, as it 
were, belore the rising day, the pow- 
ers of darkuess discomfited, and 
crowds of captives unmanacled and 
resiored to the glorious liberty of 
the Sons of God. Indeed | have 
lormeriy mduiged such expectations 
with regard to mysell; but, alas! 


the eveat has been far otherwise ; 
and now as L cannot satisly the 


wish of my heart in my own case, 
1 am dispused to catch at an aller- 


nauive, and indulge the pleasing ex- 


pectation of seeing it accomplished 


in yours, 


Whilst To am writing my own 


thoughts, either for the pleasure of 


bringing them orth, or with a view 
of assisting the deliberations of one 
whom | love for Christ's sake, and 
lor his own sake, | should not only 
leel mysell obliged, but actually as- 
sisted by an interchange ol »enti- 
meuts, and the unreserved commu- 
‘nieation of what you think, and 
Y ou seem 
to have intended your last letier tor 
the last indeed ; and, instead ol per- 
forming the pari of a true yoke-tel- 


ee ipa, waa 
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very unhappy tor mankind if none low, to have left the whole draft of 
could reconcile themselves to a situ- } the correspondence (if it is still a 
ation, Where the reforming, saving) correspondence) to mysell. You 
energy ol the gospel is so much must not leave me in this predica- 
he eded, and where the madness of | ment; and as 1 know your readiness 
“in seems 0 implore the pity of ali, to do any thing that will give me 
who behold it. } pleasure, I shall expect a letter from 
¥ vu wish to dosomething Mr your, you next week at furthest. 

Master; and aot only hope for the); Your's, Xe. 

common reward of virtue In a better —>— 

world, but to feel yoursell immedi- 
ately recompensed by his presence 
and approbation. Whether deter- 
mined by inclination or the necessi- | 
ty of circumstances, 1 trust in God || You admit, my dear Ellen, that a 
you will settle where you will be of principle of opposition to the holy 
most use, anil sow the seed of the |, jaw of God does certainly prevail 
word in ground that will bring a || among mankind; but if this evil is 
hundred fold. jimherent in the human heart, you 
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1 cannot deny myself a sort of {think it exists in various degrees. 


upeL ohwerving the, and uader certain mocificatious, tn 


sanguine yoy . 
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the hearts of different individuale; 
for you aay that, “ even among those 
wio entertain po sense of religion 

gom- are evidently, much worse than 
others.” ‘That all are not equally 
bad, is a subject for gratitude to 
God, not of self-gratulation to man. 
Not to mention the ficht of Reve- 
lation, which has a much greater in- 
fluence over its opposers than they 
are willing to allow, or are them- 
selves aware of, the voice of con- 
ecience, which even the most hard- 
ened cannot entirely silence, the 


force of moral and civil obligations, | 
| resulta would ensue. 


the fear of temperal, and dread of 
eternal punish.nents, a regard to life, 
health, fortune, reputation &e. are 8o 
many restraints, ordained oy a merci 
fii! providence, lor counteracting, and 
over-ruling. that overwhelming flood 
ofiniquity, which must be the inevita- 
ble consequence, if every man were 
leit free to follow the dictates of bis 
own depraved heart. 

Asaproofot this, read the history 


of the Jews, from the death of Joshua | 
| i feel t am on sacred ground; im- 


to ‘hecommencement of Samuel's ed- 
montstration How does the inspired 
historian account for that enormous 
geowth of wickedness with whien the 
Tarvelites had deeply corrupted 
the nse!ves ? is it net, that, * every 
man did that, which wae right in 
bis own eves.” It is true, that men 
mav pass from one degree of moral 
turpitude to another, by a long 
course of wickedness; the mind 
may Secome more cations, the con- 
srience more seared the commission 
of one crime, may prepare the heart 
tor the perpetration of another but 
this is vot the effect of a  superad- 
ded principle of evil, the accession 
of a new scion of vice, but merely 
the growth and expansion, the more 
vigorous germination of that root of 
bitterness which lies deeply burieds 
ia every human hosom. Virtue and 
holiness, wherever found; ure exo- 
ticks, menplanted by the hard of God 
and cultivated by his spirit; sin ane 


a rece. APRIL, 
the natural produet of the anil. Nor 
is the sell deception of the human 

heart, Lagain repeat, at all inferior to 
its sinfulness. Nothing is more com- 

mon, than to see persons shudder at 

a recital of crimes committed by 

others, and declare, and even be- 

lieve, themselves incapable of the 

/same; but let these persone be 





placed in a similar situation, expos 
ed to similar allurements, and temp- 
tations, suited to their constitution. 
al propensities aod supposed neces- 
sities, and without a miracle of re- 
‘straining grace, the same deplorable 
Hazael, when 
captain, was inexpressibly shocked 
atthe prediction of those cruelties, 
which Hazael, when king, inflicted 
without remorse. In support of the 
Opinion you entertain of individual 
and partial depravity, you speak of 
some whose lives are recorded in 
the bible, and who are said to have 
acted uprightly, and “ with perfect 








hearts beiure God.” In attempting 





iore ly to this part of your letier, 


pressed with solemn awe, my heart 
palpitates, my hand trembles, lest I 
should “ darken counsel, by words 
“without knowledge ;” and = the task 
} i have assumed, may probably re- 
mind you of an occurrence which 
sometimes takes place. For how 
/many revolving years has the sun, 
‘that majestic eye of the visible 
| creation, performed his annual reund, 
'daily lightening up the empurpled 
east with his rising beams, shining 
in meridian splendour, and gilding 
thé western horizon with his setting 
rays, without exciting admiration or 
| attention! But no sooner does a small 
| speck appear on his disk, than a 
general sensation is produced, every 
eye is raised in wonder, and an anXx- 
‘jous but fruitless investigation into 
‘cause and effect is the consequence. 
Alas, that in the concerns of so much 
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| be so similar. 
misery, like poisonous weeds, are | the fervent piety, the glowing zeal, 


higher importance my conduct should 
Cold and insensible, 


~~ 
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the ardent love, of the bright ex-| Israel, turn away iniquity from 
ewpilars to whom you allude, do not Jacob, and make intercession for 
inspire me, with adequate affections, | tranegressors,’ thus they, * endured 
or correspondent exertions; but the as seeing bim who iy invisible,’ 
slicites: view of their blemishes, and with the penetrating eye of 
never fails to arrest my attention, that steady and operative, * faith, 
and furee me on a scrutiny; not, |) which is the substance of things 
hove with a profane and frivolous hoped for, the evidence of things not 
curiosity to analyze their faults, but, seen,’ they looked, with rapt and 
to take an internal and mournful ardent gage, through the long vista 
survey of my own heart, where |) of future ages, and beheld, afar 
find all the defects of their several jolf, the accomplishment of those 
characters brought together, and! promises, which they cordially and 
com)ined with a multitude of others, | exultingly embraced, and rejoiced 
peculiarly my own, without a single in hope of the glory which should 
ray of one of their shining graces fottow, Yet, under all these ad- 
to enliven the gloomy scene. It) vantages and blessings, the remains 
is impossible therefore, that I sbould | of asinful nature were sometimes ap- 
willfully be so presumptuous as to | parent. Even Moses, that devoted 
detract from the merits of these holy servant of Jehovah and emiaent 
men, but, | do humbly conceive | type of the Saviour, (inasmuch, as 
that the seripture, always strictly | he would voluntarily have saeriticed 
impartial, exhibits them to us as himself, in behalf of his ungratefuat 
patterns for imitation, and beacons || and rebellious people.) was net per 
to warn, but not as models of per-|| fect; since it was for an offence 
fection. And when it speaks of) against that very grace for which he 
their being perlect, it is compara. | is most celebrated, that he was ex- 
tively so with others, and pot posi-) cluded from the promised land.—. 
tively so in themselves. Indeed, Nor, was the patience of Job less 
wy dear child, the question be-|imperfect; witness his desponding 
tween us is not 80 much whether! complaints, abhorrence of life, and 


— -- 


they were more or less perfect, but 
whether their virtues were inherent | 
or derived. Of course we must ex- 
amine, who, and what manner of 
persvos those were, whose charac- 
ters are under consideration. ‘They 





men, but devout worshippers and 


alinost querulous petitions, that death 
might put a period to those calami- 
ties, which he deemed too grievous 
to be borne. If you attentively re- 
peruse the lives of the Jewish kings 
you mention, you will find that 





the sanctuary, they also, were found 


i 
were not mere worldly or — when, ‘ weighed in the balance of 


servants of God, quickened and en-| 


| Wanting.” Asa sought to the phy- 


lightened by his spirit, and support- | sicians, Jehosaphat formed an alli- 
ed by grace and strength derived) ance with wicked Ahab, Hezekiah 
from him. ‘Their habitual and pre- || reudered not unto the Lord accord- 
Vailing dispositions were to do his) ing to the benefits he had received, 
will and in humble dependence on| and Solomon, the greatest and wi- 
bis word, power, and goodness, they sest of men, was seduced into idola- 
were willing to have surrendered, | try. 


noi their temporal interest enly, but || It may be urged that, compar- 


their lives also, to his service.— || ed with their general conduct, these 
They were, moreover, believers in! failings were but like spois ia the 
that glorious Redeemer, who wag, in ; sun—be it so; yet defects they cer- 
due (ime, to spring from the root of | tainly were, and as such, inconsist- 


Jesse, ‘to gather the outcasts of ent with all ideas of perlection; and 
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ao far from the hisiory of these an- | spectaele, join yourself to that noble 
ment belevers affording any proof, | band of bible saints whose chatac. 
in contradiction to the doctrine ot | ters youso much admire; with them, 
nniversal depravity, it does, te me) renounce all human merit, and seil- 
at least, furnish the moat undeniable } righteousness, repair to the blood. 
evidevee of ita truth, and convinee | siaimed banner of the cross, and here. 
me, that man, in his best estate, is i alter, depend only op that glorious 
an unperiect and sinful being. | imimanne! who vcnihaablenkel their 
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Do youindeed, my beloved Ellen, | 
desire to seek perlection? O turn 
your eyes to calvary! Behold there | 
the obedient, lowly, bleeding, dying, | 
Jesus! wounded for your transgres- 
sions, bruised for wour iniquitier, 
groaning under that chastisemeni, 
which ensures peace to you, and) 
healing vour soul by bia agonizing 
etripes: there, and there onty, 
you behold, pertect humility, meek- 
eis, pallence, COMPABeION, Merey—— 
love, beyoud all that the most vivid | 
imaginalion cag conceive the most | 
glowing language paint, or pen 


1 the weak 
and trembling christians of the pres- 
‘sent day. 

| 
ter. and, (hat I have so freely dis- 
can 1 
iwhich are not exciusively yours; L 
|| Know many persous muc h older and 
| more experienced than yourself, who 


faith, the foundation of their hopes, 


|aod who waa made wisdom, right- 
1 eousness, 


sanctification, and = re- 
‘demption to them, no less than to 
and wavering, the faint 


Pardon this long, very long, let- 


sented fron: your opinions—opinions 
hold, 


and assert, the same, aud in 


‘contradicting you, b take the same 


thoagh plucked lroma seraph’s wing, | liberty wilu hall my acquaintance. 


describe. Go then, dear child, and 
in full view of this heart-dissol ving 
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‘ife and Marterdom of Thomat Cranmer, sometume | 
Ar tbishop of Cane bury. 
‘ 


From an Eaglish publication. 


the 2d of Jnty, 1489. Although he. 
was born of a respeetahle family, yet, 
his father appears to have been un- 
able to provide him with a better) 
schoolmaster, than the parish clerk 
of his native village, Astacton, in 
Nottinghamshire. ‘That we may 
see the wisdom and goodness oi | 
Him, ‘ who has all power committed | 
to Him in heaven and earth,’ in) 
placing such aman as Cranmer in | 
the important situation of the first | 
Protestant Arehbi-hop of Canter- 
bury, it will be proper to take a short 


many singular events which smooth- | 
ed his w ay to s#highand unexpected | 
a dignity 
parish-clerk, Cranmer was sent, at 
the early age of fourteen vears, to. 


ELUANEOUS 





| temper awd the greatness of 


Cranmer’s time. 


From the sehoo! of the | God was silently but surely e 
_ ing on the great work of re formas 
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Jesus College, in Cambridge : of this 
Society in due time he was chosen 


|fellow, but soon forfeited this pre- 
Thomas Cranmer was horn on! 


ferment by marriage. His waite did 
not live long, and the fellows re- 
membering the sweetness of his 
his 
learning, became desirous of again 


| having their old companion, and a 


second time eleeted him fellow of the 


, College, a cireumstance which per- 


haps never happened before or since 
Nor was he of 
less estimation in the university 
at large, than in bis own private col- 


| lege, for he was chosen one of three 
| examiners who were to admit or re- 
| ject all eandidates for degrees in di- 
view of his life, and to mark the | 


Vinity. 

By giving Cranmer such favour 
in the eyes of his fellow scholars, 
eariv- 


tion. For aithough Cranmer wae, 
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in many important points of doc- |! 


trine, as ignorant as the darkest pa- 
pist in Cambridge, yet ta one great 
point he was enlightened. He saw 
the great importance of the bibie, 
he sir cerely loved it, and theretore | 
would countenance none tn their 
examinations, whe had not dihgent- 
ly studied it. And sume ot the 
paost exeellent divines and preach- 
ers the church, afterwards, 
ferred all their knowledge of true 
relrzgion = to 
to study the scriptures. ‘I'hus, like 
the ark of Gud, 
brought a blessing with him wherev- | 
er he came. (1 Cheren. xiil. 14.) 
But the time approached 1a which 
the providence of God should bring | 
Cranmer still nearer to his import- | 
ant charge. Henry WILL. had long 
sued for a divorce from lis queen. 
‘Tie pope wishing ncilher to vilend 
the king of Eugiand, mor the queen's 
brother, 
Germany, put off the decision of the 


the king was quile extausted. Ihe 
hand of God tud lea Craamer up to 
London about this time, and as the 
plague wae raging 
alwelt there for same time. He hap- 
pened, in-@ mixed company where 
the kines divorce was talking of, 
to utter an opinion that the question 
oft the lawfulness of the king’s mar- 
riage might be deeaded by the learn- 
ed mer of our own universities with- 
out the pove. ‘HRs opinion coming 
to the king sears, be employed him 
both to wrile lis own opinion upon 
the question, and to obtain the 
views of the most learned men ia 


the kingdom upon it. The result , 


Cranmer reported to the king in 
these words; 
has no such autherity as whereby | 


he may dispense with the word of 


God and the serinture” =“ Will 
thon abide by this,” said the king, 
* heiore the bishop of Rome 9 


‘that will l do by God’s grace,” an- 


this govd man | 


whe was the emperor of 
1 eurac y. 
divoree so long that the patience of | 


ja Cambridie, be | 


“The bishop of Rome | 
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awered Dr. Cranmer, “if your ma 
jesty do sead me thither.” 

Upon this the hing seat the eari 
of Wiltshire, with Cranmer and 
other learned doctora, to the pepe; 
but although they were civilly treat- 
led, the divioes of Rowe showed ne 
torwaniness to hear Ur. Cranme: 
(dispute in favour of the supreme wu- 


j thority of the Holy Seriptures.— 
had re-— 


‘The ambassadors left Rome there 


H fore, and, upon their return to Eng- 
Cranmer's compelling | 
them, when students at Cambridge, | 


land, they tound that archbishop 
Warham bad just departed this lite, 
and the archbishopric was given t@ 
Dr. Cranmer, as a proper reward lor 
his learning and his faithful manage- 


| ment of the khing’s business, 


i 
| it generally bappeaos that great 
promotion aad riches do not make 
ihe person who possesses them more 


) happy: And doubtless rue areh- 


bishop Cranmer, in the troubtesome 


times in Which he lived, ofteu bede 


jan earnest desire for his quiet fel- 


lowsbip, or for some small village 
Diticult indeed was his 
situation, aud very evil the days in 
iwhich he was called to fill it; and 
‘it cannot be conecaied that he fell 
into many mistakes and even com- 
mitted several faulis. Dut they are 
sy eclipsed in his general gooduess 


i sud wiedom, that the wonder is he 
‘fell into so few errors, rather thad 


that he commilledany. ‘the great- 


Fest fault he could have committed 


cand the severcst mistortune which 
che could have brought upon his 
country, would have been an abse- 
lute retusal to fill the post for whieh 
‘he waa so @dmirably suited. Cran- 
mer tgund his promotion a heavy bur- 
den. Hehadto manage a ceruel ty- 
ranutin the hing, to contend againet 
covetous noblemen who were graap- 
iug alter the ty(hes and church lands, 
to sooth a bigoted and ignorant 
clergy, and to enlighten a dark and 
savage people; and that with few 
friends to advise, with ill-undlerstoet 


owsto guide him, and with many 
iecraity aad enviows enemies to lead 
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him into error, And yet there ia || 
abundant proof that in the general 
tenor of his life and temper, Cran- | 
mer was an eminent christian. Let) 
us see how piously he conducted | 


himself under such trying circum- 
stances, and let us glorify God in. 
him. 


Ist. He was very industrious.—_ 
No hour of his day was spent in 


vain. He constantly rose at five! 
in the morning. 


sions expressly {o the use of sick 
and wounded euldiers, and when- 
ever any were discharged, money 
waa delivered to them to bear their 
expenses home, according to the 
| gumber of miles they had to travel. 

Athly. He was a great lover of 
_the truth of the gospel so far as he 
kaew it. And indeed he held his 
lite by a very slender thread during 
the last days of Henry VIII. on ac- 


His days were | count of his zeal for the truth— 


evil and uncertain, he therefore | That wicked man passed edicts so 


worked before the nightcame. And, 
this diligence not only enabled him 
fo publish many excellent works, 
for the reformation of religion, to 
write letters to most of the pious) 
and learned men at home and 
abroad, to converse much and to 
read more, but it procured him a 
good report of all men, so that all 
pronounced him faultless aa became 
the servant of God. And no won- 
der: for diligence in business is, by 
the blessing of God, the best means 
for preventing temptation, whereas 





contradictory, that there was searce- 
ily amen in England but forfeited 
‘his life by the one or the other.— 
The papists who held the pope's su- 
premacy, were punished as traitors 
| for denying the king to be supreme ; 
and the protestants, by an act of 
parliament which enjoined a_ belief 
of some of the worst tenets of the 

ogery of Rome, were judged guil- 
ty of heresy. It appears that Cran- 
mer was quite firm in his belief ot 
the worst error enjoined in this act, 








until good bishop Ridley, some years 


the devil always finds something of | afterwards, convinced him of the 


his work for the idle man. 

2ndly. He was very meek and 
forgiving, insomuch that it became, 
a common proverb, 
lord of Canterbury displeasure or al 








‘truth, and therefore he countenan- 
| ced, or at least did not make the 
| seeeinnes he should have done to 
artyrdom of good John Lam- 
bert, who was burnt for denying 





shrewd turn, and then you may he) that the bread and wine in the sac- 
sure to have him for your friend||/rament were the real body and 
while he liveth.” Dr. Hethe once!) blood of Christ. And yet his in- 
said to him, “ My lord, 1 know | tegrity with respect to the other 
how to win all things at your hand ‘partsof this wicked law often brought 
well enough.’ “ How s0 2” replied ! him into jeopardy of his own life.— 
Cranmer? “ Truly” said Dr. Hethbe, | I Atone time he escaped from such 
“I perceive I must first attempt to) imminent danger that he seemed 
do unto you some notable displea-| like another Daniel delivered from 
sure, and then by a little relenting. | the lions’ den. Cranmer’s enemies 
{ shall obtain of you what I de-| had obtained an order from the king 
sire.” to commit him to the tower, from 

3dly. He was extremely chari-)) whence few who went in on account 
table. In those days when there|| of their zeal for the law of their 
were few or no infirmaries or hos-| God, ever came out except to mount 
pitals, a good part of his revenues! the scaffold. But when the king 
were expended in furnishing diseas- || heard that while the council was 
ed and wounded persons with medi-, drawing up a warrant for his com- 
cine, attendance, and comfortable || mitment, the good archbishop was 
food. He devoted one of his man-[ standing among the footmen with- 
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trust in Christ and to call upon him 
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gut. exposed to all their insults, his |) alas the days of his prosperity were: 


ancient love for the good gnan reviv- | 


ed ; and, if it bad not been for Cran-_ 
mers christian spirit of interceding | 
tor his cremies, the king would have | 
sent them to oceupy the dungeon) 
which they had prepared for the: 
archbishop. 

These clear proofs of a pious and | 
senewed heart, Cranmer exhibited | 
all the days of king Henry; and 
(iod who has the hearts of all men 
in his hands enabled kim to weather 


soon tognd. hing Edward died at 
the age of sixteen, and with him 
ied all the earthly hopes of the 
protestants; for the heir to the 
crown was his eldest sister, who 
was soon afterwards known by the 
‘ithe of bloody queen Mary. Kang 
Edward indeed tried what he could 
do, when be found his disorder was 
mortal, to fluish the work of the re- 
formation, which had such great pro- 
gress in his short reign; and he 





the storm all the life of that wicked 
iyrant. Indeed, when the king's 
physicians informed him that he 
was drawing near to death, he 
knew of no divine in that awtul 
hour to whom he could so. properly 
apply for advice as to Cranmer.— 
He therefore sent for him to Croy- 
dou where he then dwelt, but before 
the Archbishop could arrive the 
king had lost the power of utter- 
ance, yet stretching out his hand to 
Dr. Cranmer he held himfast. ‘The 
archhishop exhorted him to put his 


for mercy, and moreover he desired 
him to give him some token if he 
did trust in the Lord. The king 
immediately wrung his band as hard 


made awill by which he disioherit- 


ced his) papistical sister, and leit the 
‘crown to his cousin, who was a_ pi- 
ous protestant. 
he labour to obtain the signature of 
|Cranmer to this will. 


Long and daily did 


The arch- 
bishop refused to be a witness to if, 
because he considered the crown of 
England to be hereditary. But af- 
ter king Edward had sent all the 
judges and crown lawyers to argue 
the point with him, he was prevail- 
ed on to sign the will. 

We have followed good archbishop 
Cranmer through the whole of the 
prosperous part of his life, and seen 
with what meekness, charity, and 
zeal for God he passed so many 





as he could, and shortly after died. 
And now Cranmer’s golden days 
began; for it pleased Gud to place 
Edward VI. upon the throne. Cran- 
mer was his godfather, and doubt- 
less had a great hand in imprinting 
on his heart that love for the bible, 
the benefits of which we feel even 
to this day. He now had quietness 
and encouragement to do all the 
good he wished, and he therefore 
Jost no time in setting forth a book 
of Common Prayer, nearly the same 
with the one we now use, the cate. 
chism, and the first book of homi- 
lies ; a considerable part of which 
he wrote himself, and the rest was 
composed by pious men, who lived 
in his palace. Thus in a “ short 


time he fulfilled a long time,” for 


years. And now it pleased God to 
put his servant into the fire of af- 
fliction, in order that he might add 
his noble testimony to the truth 
which he was the principal means 
of establishing in England. Queen 
Mary was soon enabled to set aside 
her brother’s will, and after she had | 
beheaded the relation who usurped 
her throne, she pardoned all the 
witnesses to the will but Cranmer. 
Yet when it appeared on his trial at 
the Guildhall in London, that he 
had signed the will last, and that 
against his own judgment, by the 
advice of all the judges and the most 
learned lawyers in the land, the queen 
could not withany propriety withhold 
her pardon. ‘I'he punishment for 
treason was therefore remitted, that 
he might suffer that which was pro- 
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nounced upon heresy. And although 
many may think this a circumstance 
by no means to be rejoiced at, since 
burning is a moch more painfyl 
death than beherding, yet was Dr. 
Cranmer exceedingly thankful for 
it, since the cause was not his own, 
but Ubrist’s; vot the queen's, but 
the church's. He was accordingly 
gentidown to Oxiord to the sau e 
disputation, as it was called, in 
which Latimer and Ridley were 
condemned, and, as might be ex- 
pected, he shared no other fate than 
his brethren. But they were soun 
despatched ; whereas poor Cranmer, 
as more noble game, was to be 
sported with and entangled in their 
nets, and deluded with false hopes, 
and brought to a hearing again and 
again, that their glory in their prize 
might be the greater. From the 


summer of 1553, fo the 21st ol 


March, 1556, the day of his martyr- 
dom, he was frequently brought un- 
der one pretence or other before the 
commissioners, to see whether any 
signs of wavering might be perceiv- 
edinhim. On the .14th of Decem- 
ber, 1555, Bonner, bishop of London, 
and Thiclby, bishop of Ely, proceed- 
ed to degrade him. Much against 
his will did Thirlby undertake this 
office, having received from the 
archbishop, while he was in his 
prosperity, a continual repetition of 
kindness, as if he had been his own 
brother. ‘There was never any 
thing in the archbishop’s house, 
however dear, were it plate, jewels, 
maps, books, or any thing else, but 
if Thirlby commended it, Cranmer 
either gave it to him, or shortly sent 
it alter him to his house. Notwith- 
standing this great friendship, the 
paintul office of degrading the arch- 
bishop was committed to Thirlby, 
who performed it, as might be ex- 
pected, with so much grief, so ten- 
derly, and with so many tears, 
that when he assured him it was the 
most sorrowful thing that ever hap- 
pened unto him, Cranmer gently 


a 
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‘comforted him, and said he wae 
very well content. 
| When he returned to prison after 
his degradation, a gentleman out of 
| love followed him, and asked him if 
the woud drink. Cranmer replied, if 
i he could get some salt fish he had 
ja better mind to eat, for, added he, 
i have been this day somewhat trou- 
i bled, but now it is past, and my 
heart is well quieted. The gentie- 
‘man immediately gave the bailili’s 
‘men money to buy their prisoner 
some victuals; for this act ef chari- 
'ty however he was arrested, and bat 
for great interest would have been 
sent before the council. Unhappy 
limes! when a man could not do 
good without fear of punishment. 
Happy would it have been for 
Cranmer, if this usage had continu- 
ed to the end of his life, but his 
enemies were so well aware of the 
generous disposition of the man 
jthey had to deal with, that they 
| saw severity would never bend his 
fortitude, although perhaps kindness 
and pretended love might cause hin 
to comply with their wishes. Af- 
ter he had been therefore in prison 
nearly three years they took him to 
the Deanery-house, in Christ church, 
where he lacked no delicate fare, 
played at bowls, had his pleasure 
for walking, and every thing else 
which might allure him to the love 
of life. Arguments they had tried 
in vain, they now sought to entice 
him to recant by promises not only 
of life, but of his ancient dignity, 
or of an honourable privacy, if he 
preferred it; in short, they said, 
nothing the queen could give should 
be withheld from Cranmer, provid- 
ed he became a Roman Catholic.— 
Flattery, promises, terror, and @ 
spirit broken with tle continual 
hardships of Bocardo prison, at last 
induced him to listen to the propo- 
sal of his crafty enemies. He ap- 
pears first to have written a short 
recantation, which ina certain seuse 











(perhaps contained nothing untrae; 









































8 


1820. 


this was aecepted, but soon return- 
ed for some small addition and ex- 
planation, fill at last after uo less | 
than six alterations,’ a full recanta- 
tion was extorted from the misera- 
ble man. 

No sooner had his cruel enemies 
oMained their purpose than they 
took off the mask. Ur. Cole was 
erdered to prepare a funeral sermon 
for Cranmer’s burning, and the 21st 
of March was appointed as the day | 
en which he should preach it. 

And now Cranmer was in a most 
wretched situation: he had neither 
quietness in his own conscience, 
nor any help from man; he neither 
could die with honour, nor might he | 
live in dishonour. Early on the 
morning of the 21st of March, Cran. 
mer began to guess the designs of | 
the papists, from Dr. Cole’s coming 
to him and asking him if he had 
any money, and when he replied he | 
had not, giving him fifteen crowns | 
to distribute to the poor. He also_ 
exhorted him to he constant in the 
faith, and departed. Cranmer now. 
began to see that he could no longer, 
dissemite his faith with Christ's! 
people, he therefore employed himsell 
until he was called to bear his to- 
neral sermon in writing a prayer 
and exhortation, to be recited to. 
the people betore his confession of: 
faith, lest he should be prevented 
afterwards. 

About 9 o’clock lord. Williams, | 
sir Thomas Bridges, and other 
justices came to Oxford, and from | 
all sides there was a very great 
coneourze of people; the papists 
hoping to hear what would confirm 
them in their errors, and the pro- 
testants expecting something from, 
the archbishop worthy of bia former 
life and labours. ‘Through this 
great crowd of spectators Cranmer 
came from Boeardo prison to St. 
Mary’s church. It rained, other- 
wise it was intended to take him ' 
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‘after them followed Craomer 
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to hear the sermon at the place of 
The mayor of Oxiord 


went first, and then the aldermen; 
be- 
tween two friars, who mumbled 
forth certain psalms, till they came 
to the church door, and then they 
bezan the song of Simeon called 
Nunc Dimittis. which they continued 
till they brought him to bis place 
of standing, which was a stage a 
little raised from the ground over 
against the pulpit, where Cranmer 
waited till Cole made himself ready 
for his sermon. 

The lamentable case and appear- 


jance of that good man gave a sor- 


rowtul spectacte to all) ebristian 
eyes that bebeld him. He that was 
‘lately archbishop, metropolitan, and 
primate of all England, being -now 


lin a bare and ragged gown with an 
old square cap, did admonish men 
not only of his own calamity, but 


of their state and fortune. For who 
would not pity hia case and bewail 


|his fortune, and might not fear his 


own chance, to see such a prelate, 
suv grave a counsellor and of so long 
continued honour, afterso many dig- 


| | nities, in his old age to be deprived 


of all, and adjudged to die 80 pain- 
ful a death. Wheoa he had stood a 
good space upon the stage, turuing 
toa pillar which was near, he lift- 
ed up his hands te heaven and pray- 
ed to God once or twice, till Dr. 
Cole entered the pulpit. ‘The ser- 
mon consisted of an aggravation of 
what were called the archbishop’s 
¢rimes, except in the latter part, 
for then the condemned man was 
encouraged to take his death patient. 
ty, by several examples of grace | 
vouchsafed to sufferers, taken from 
scripture and church history; and 
lest this should bring him no com- 
fort, Dr. Cole concluded, by promi- 
sing in the name of all the priests 
who were present, that dirges. mas- 
sea, and funerals should be perform- 
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ed for the succour of his soul, in all 
the churches of Oxford. 

Ihe agitation of Cranmer’s body 
and the several alterations of his 
countenance during the time of the 
sermon, showed the great grief of 
his mind better than any man can 
declare it; one while ‘ifting up his 
hands and eves unto heaven, and 
then, again, for shame letting them 
down tothe earth A man might 
have seen in him the very image of 
periect sorrow. More than twenty 
different times the tears gushed out 
abuadantly, dropping down from bis 
venerable and fatherly face. Such 
abundance of tears from so aged 
and dignified a man, awakened pity 
in all men’s hearts. 

Cole, after be had finished his 
sermon, told the people to stop, and 
exhorted Cranmer to make a pro- 
feseion of his faith that all men 
might understand that he was a 
Catholic. “Indeed I will do it,” 
said the archbishop, “ and that with 
a good will ;” and putting off his 
cap, he began to speak thus to the 
people. 

“| desire you, well beloved 
brethren in the Lord, that you will 
pray to God for me to forgive me 
my sins, which above all men, both 
in number and greatness, L have 
commitied. But among all the rest 
there is one offence which most of 
all at this time doth vex and trouble 
me, whereol ia process of my talk 
you shall hear more in its proper 
place.” Then putting his band into 
his bosom, he drew forth his prayer, 
which he recited before the people 
as fullows:— 

“O Father of heaven, O Son of 
God, Redeemer of the world, O 
Holy Ghost, three persons and one 
God, have mercy upon me most 
wretched caitiff and miserable sin- 
ner. I have offended both against 
heaven and earth, more than my 
tongue can express. Whither then 
may | go, or whither should I fly ? 
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lift up mine eyes; and in earth I 
find no place of refuge or succour. 
| To thee, therefore, O Lord, do [ 
run; to thee do I humble myself, 
saying, O Lord my God, my sins be 
great, but yet have mercy upon me 
for thy great mercy; the great mys- 
tery, that God became man. was not 
wrought for little or few offences.— 
Thou didst not give thy Son, O 
heavenly Father, unto death for 
small sins only, but for all the great- 


sinner return to thee with bis whole 
heart, as I do here at this present. 
Wherefore have merey upon me, O 
God, whose property is always to 
have mercy; have mercy upon me, 
|}O Lord, for thy great mercy. tt 
crave nothing for my own merits, 
but for thy name’s sake, that it may 
be hallowed thereby, and for thy 
dear Son Jesus Christ’s sake. And 
now therefore, Our Father which art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy name,” 
&e. Then rising, he made an ex 
hortation to the people. 

He addressed those who set their 
hearts upon this false and cheating 
world, putting them in mind of the 
Apostle’s words, that the love ot 
the world is enmity against God. 

He put all persons in mind of 
their duty—exhorted them to love 
each other like brothers and sisters, 
to do good unto all as much as in 
them lay, and to burt no man any 
more than they would hurt their 
own natural brother or sister. 

And because a sore famine was 
then in England, he largely exbort- 
ed the rich to show their charity, 
repeating to them three moving 
texts for them to consider, viz. our 
Saviour’s declaration, that it is hard 
for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; St. John’s say- 


a sins of the world, so that the 


ins that he that “ seeth his brother 


have need,” &c. 1 John iii. 17. and 
St. James’ warning, “ Go to, now, ye 
rich men,” &e. James v. 1, &¢.— 
Afterwards he proceeded with his 








‘lo heaven I may be ashamed to exhortation thus, “ And now, foras- | 
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much as I am come to the last end 
of my life, whereupon hangeth all | 
my life past and all my life to come. 
either to live with my master Christ 
for ever in joy, or else to be in pain | 
for ever with wicked devils ip hell, 

and | see belore mine eyes either | 
heaven ready to receive me, or else | 
hell ready to swallow me up, | shall 
therelore declare unto you my faith 
without any dissimulation, for now 
is no time to dissemble, whatever | 
have said or written in time past. 

First, | believe in God the Fachber 
Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, &c. and I believe every word 
writtea in the Old and New ‘Testa- 
ments. 

And now I come to the great 
thing which so much troubleth my 
conscience, more than any thing I 
ever did or said in my whole life, 
and that is, the setting forth a wri 
ting contrary to the truth, which I 
now here renounce and refuse, as 
written with my hand contrary to 
the truth which I thought in my 
heart, and written for fear of death. 
And because my hand offended, it 
shall first be punished, for when 1 


Letier from @ State-Prisoner. 287 


“ 


jand prepared for death. His shirt 


was made long down to his teet,— 
Hlis leet were bare. His head, when 

bis caps were off, was so baal that 
one hair could not be seen upon it, 








come to the fire, it shall first be 
burned. And as for the pope, I re- 
fuse him as antichrist, with all his! 
false doctrine.” 

Here all the standers-by were as- | 
tonished, and it was a sight to see | 
the Doctors now they were beguiled | 
of their hopes. ‘They began to, 
fume and rage, and that so much | 
the more because they could now 
no longer threaten and huri him, 
for the most miserable man in the 
world can die but once. So when 
Cranmer began again to speak of | 
popery, Cole cried out, “ Stop the; 
heretic’s mouth, and take him. 
away.” ‘Then was Cranmer pulled 
down from the stage, and led to the 
lire, all the way exhorting the peo- 
ple. When he came to the place 
where Ridley and Latimer were 
burnt before him, he prayed and put 
off his garmeats, except his shirt, 








His beard was long and thick, cov- 
ering his face. Such a counte- 


jnance moved the bearts of both bia 


triends and his enemies. 

‘Thea was an iron chain tied 
about Cranmer, and they command- 
ed the fire to be setunto him. And 
when the wood was kindled and the 
fire began to burn near him, streteh- 
ing out hia arm, he put his right 
hand into the fame; which be held 
50 Uunmoveable, (saving that once 
with that band he wiped his face,) 
that all men might see that bis band 
burned before his body waa touched, 
and when the fire came to his body 
he moved no more than the stake 
to which he was bound: his eyes 
were lifted up to heaven, and ofteu 
limes he repeated, “ this hand hath 
offended, this unwerthy right band!” 
and using frequently the words of 
St. Stephen, * Lord Jesus receive 
my spiril;” in the greatness of the 
flames be gave up the ghost. Thus 
lest the archbishop should have 
lived longer with shame and _ re- 
proof, it pleased God to take him 


jjaway, to the glory of His name and 


proht of His church. 


a ooo 


The following is the copy of a letter received by & 
minister ot the gospel in New-Jersey, who had 
Visited the state prasoners, from one of their num 
ber convicted of ees by which may be sero 
the awlul effects of reading poinoncus books. The 

edivors of the Reperte a are at liberty to publish 
it, if it be judged usef ‘he 5 





State Prison, \. J. 
Reverend Sir, 

The salutary counsel contained 
in the close of your last friendly 
epistle. calls fur a special acknow- 
ledgement, as well as answer from 
me. My situation and the particu- 
lar circumstances are such, that I 
had not hitherto deemed it proper 
to say any thing to you upon this 
important subject. | have seldoin 
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spoken of it to any one of late 
years; but it has not the less en 
gaged my most serious reflection and 
solemn meditation. Aware of the 
hypocritical pretences to religion too 
frequently made by unhappy prison- 
ers, and anxious to preserve a repu- 
tation for veracity among men, it 1s 
with reluctance and much diffidence | 





te-Prisoue APRIL, 
til the charm of novelty had worn 
away; and the heat of youthtul im- 
agination had in a measure subeid- 
ed. Perceiving, at length, the cails 
and invitations of the Holy Spirit, 
which are sometimes rejected as 
illusions of the faney, LT applied my- 
self toa revision of my creed, ac- 
compamed by secret prayer that if 





that | expose even to your kindly | 
eye, the sentiments 1 possess in re- 
lation to asubject, which L conceive 
to be exclusively between the Diety 
and myself. 

My parents were, and if yet liv- 
ing, are still professors in the Pro- 
tesiant Episcopal church of the 
United States. 
fed into that church, by passing | 
through its various rites, and cere- | 


I was in error, | might be enabled 
to perceive it. Having leisure I 
look a large bible including the 
apocrypha and read it. through io 
the course of three weeks. You will 


| think this was too rapid a perusal to 
| be of service : but | can assure you it 


was quite otherwise, for 1 found 


i was early initia-|much light and koowledge in the 


course of the reading, and especial- 
lv detected many misquotations vy 





monies even to the confirmation of 
baptism by the bishop. My educa- 
tion was therelore strictly Episco- 
palian; but when young, many! 
years since, a host of infidel writers, 
principally of the French modern 
school of vice, poured upon my mind 
and staggered my faith, if they did 
not confound and overturn my in- 
experienced understanding. I read 
with avidity the deistical writings 
of Voltaire, Volney, Boulanger. 
Hume, Paine,and many other of in- 
feriour celebrity. In addition ‘o their 
works, | perused Dr. Huntington 
and many other writers upon uni- 
versalism, and to crown the whole 
Priestley’s materialism and bis va- 
rious treatises displaying the Uni-) 
tarian doctrines. ‘That | might be 
satisfied as to my candour in torm- 


deistical writers, and reflected much 
jon their deep and ingenious soph- 
isms. IT next read a considerable 
| course of church history, and was 
enabled from having read somewhat 
of ordinary or (if you will) profane 
history, to perceive the coincidence 
of many prophecies with the events 
recorded by those writers; and 
‘that the historical part, (if 1 may be 
allowed the expression) of the New 
Testament, vot only harmonized in 
all its parts, but that it was support- 
ed by ecotemporary writers, and by 
the testimony of the early fothers 
of the church. I felt then that deis- 
tical writers were either grossly ig- 
norant in ancient history, or having 
some sinister end in view, had wil- 
fully perverted historical fact, and 
strayed in the mazy paths of soph- 





ing opinions, | also read various re- 
plies to these works that appeared) 
from time to time. Among these} 
latter, none made 80 deep an im-' 
pression on my mind as * Watson's 
Apology for the Bible.’ Upon the 
whole my mind was reduced toa 
fearful state of doubt and uncertain- 
ty respecting the divinity of Christ, 
and the authenticity of the holy 
scriptures. In this frame of mind 





I remained a number of years, une, 


istry and false logie. At this time 
also I must remark that 1 felt an’ 
earnest desire, to ‘believe the truth 
as it is in Christ. Of all the ar- 
guments, however in favour of re- 
ligion, none have impressed my mind 
so forcibly as the Providences of 
God which have been manifested 
to my mind repeatedly with every 
circumstance of exact demonstra- 
tion. From the study of asfronomy 





as well as the bible, re receiy+ 





on 
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ed exalted ideas of the Deity, and 


from the study of chemistry, philo-| 


sophy Ac. his wisdom is abundantly 
manifest, as well as his goodness.— 
But in this train ot contemplation 
how little and how humbled aid | 
feel! * Less than nothing and alto- 
gether vanity. I lay hold on the 
precious promises comained in the 
sacred volume and find as the an- 
cient Puritans have expressed it 
“acomlortable hope.’ 1 feel * that 
life and immortality are brought to 
light in the gospel and manilested 
only in that holy book.” Whenever 
any desponding doubts occur, | re- 
peat * Lord, I believe; help thou my 
uubelief.’ My miod reposes on God 
in peace and tranquillity, and I leel 


Cearacter of J. Nicholas, bsg. Voe 


tion for agricultural pursuils, he re- 
linguished the legal profession alter 
a lew years practice in it, and turn- 
ed hia attention, principally, tor the 
rest of his lite, to these pursuits. 
During the most critical period of 
our country’s bistury, he was he- 
noured with three successive elec- 
tions to the national legislature from 
his native state. Shortly alter his 
removal to the state of New-York, 
he was elected a member of its se- 
“nate, and, about the same time, was 
appointed first judge of the county. 
‘The cause of his death was a 
dropsical atfection, which had for 
I we eral years been gradually under- 
| mining his constitution, 
| The tollowing ia the character 





a resignation to his will which has | civeu of this distinguished individu- 
been mistaken by some persons ol | al, ina tuneral address, by Rev, Orin 
this house for the fortitude of philo-! Clark, Kector of ‘Urinity Church, 
phy, but which philosophy could | Geneva, of which he was a devout 


never inspire. Exceedingly ashamed 


of my present situation and aware | 


that men generally give very lit 
tle credit to the religious proless- 
ions of persons in my circumsian- 
ces, I have not been solicitous 
since my residence here, to have il 


supposed, that | was religiously ia- 


clined. You will therefore per- 
ceive my motives for giviag you 
this exposition in confidence, in- 
siead of blazing it upon the house 
tops and excuse the weakness, if it 

one, ol, 

Ever yours, &c. 
iota 
OBITUARY. 

Died, in Geneva, N. Y. on the 
S3ist December last, Joun Nicno- 
nas, Esq. in the 57th year of his 
age. 
Mr. N. was born, in 1764, in the 
State of Virginia, where be received 
his education, and resided till 1503, 
when he removed to the village of 
Geneva. He was educated for the 
Jaw, and in the early part of his lise 
devoted himself to the practice of it. 


‘Having, however,a strong predilec- 


aud valued member : 

* Ju whatever point of light he is 
viewed, we shall see much to admire, 
Hto commend, and to imitate. Re 
} inote from every thing showy and 
icaiculated merely to dazzle, his ta- 
jleuts as a man, were of the most 
jsolid and yaluable kind, ‘To au 
| understanding uncommonly vigorous 
io comprehensive, strengthened 
jand regulated by early discipline, 
jeuriched with almost every species 
of useful knowledge; and a judg- 
epady remarkable both lor the sounder 
ness and prom) titude of its decisions 
jhe united a heart warmed, in an up- 
jusual degree, by every social and 

benevolent allection. By no trait 
|probably was hia character more dis- 
rtinctly marked than that perlect in- 
dependence of mind, which, impart- 
ing firmuess to principle, and energy 
to action, and spurning the servile 
complaisance of the weak and the 
paltry pretences of the wicked, dares 
to pursue the path of duty alone, ua- 
awed by the prejudices of the multi- 
tude, by the apprehensions of friends 
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this decision and firmness, far re-|}and from which his character re- 
moved from any thing like that ceived its highest lustre. He was, 


blind obstinacy and vain conceit, 


in the best sense of the word, a 


which pride often attempts to pass) Christian. 


upon the world for independence of | 


Love to his Maher and Redeemer, 


mind, were with him the firmness of | and good will to men, were the 

principle, the decision of a judy- | principles which predominated in 

ment conscious of its rectitude and | his heart. and directed and control- 
| 


superiority. In union with thie ex- 


led bis conduct. Partaking of the 


alted quality, we find as we should |natural ardour of his feelings, his 


naturally anticipate, an utter aver- | 
rion to deception of every kind, and | 
in every degree; great simplicity and | 
unaffectedness of manners, great can- 
dour and openness of disposition, and 
uncommon modesty and diiidence 
in acting and judging upon every 
subject of which he had not a tho- 
rough acquaintance. 

His worth as a citizen, ¢an scarce- 
ly be too highly appreciated. With 
an eye steadily directed to the pub- 


piety was lively and fervent, yet 
perfectly sober and rational. [t did 
not evaporate in empty profession, 
nor exhaust itself in rapturous emo- 
tion, but displayed its influence in 
| every social and domestic refation,in 
the most unaffected and devoted at- 
tachment, tenderness and kindness, 
as a husband, a parent, and a friend. 
The sway which it constantly and 
uniformly exercised over his affec- 
tions showed its perfect. sincerity. 








lic good, he was ever ready by eve- 
ry means in his power, by his wealth, | 


In every thing connected with the 
honour of God, and the salvation of 


influence, and personal exertion, to} his fellow-men, it prompted him to 


contribute to its advancement. It 
was his devotion to this object alone, 
that drew him from retirement; that 
“retirement where he found, while 
he conferred every enjoyment,” and 
induced him to accept a place in the 
councils of his country, and upon 
the bench; stations which he oecu- 
pied with equal honour to himself 
and usefulness to the community ; 
displaying in both the greatest dis- 
interestedness and integrity; quali- 
ties which, indeed, marked bis con- 
duct in every walk of lile. ‘To bis 
ability, firmness and fidelity as a 


brethren, witnesses, and | am sure 
you will respond to the truth of the 
assertion, that he was in all instan- 
oes equal and faithful to the duties 
of this highly responsible station. 
But we must view him in a yet 
more elevated station: that of a ser- 
vant of the Most High God, and dis- 
ciple of our common Lord and Mas- 
ter. It is the fidelity with which he 


_take a most lively interest. You, 


my brethren of the congregation, can 


jattest to his pions zeal and liberali- 


vty, and you recur to them, I trust, 
with gratitude. ‘To these, under 
Giod, you owe much for your privi- 
leges as a congregation. Yes, but 
for his munificence, energy and per- 
severance, coming in aid of yours, 
this sacred editice perhaps had never 


still been deprived of the public or- 
dinances of your Apostolic Church. 
O may the remembrance of his love 
‘for her, and zeal to advance her in- 
terests, while it awakens your grati- 
tude, stimulate you to an imitation 
of his example. 

All the institutions of religion 
commanded his highest esteem and 
reverence; he loved the house, he 
loved the people, he loved the min- 
isters of God. Considering the pub- 
lic ordinances of the gospel as the 
divinely appointed means of salva- 
‘vation, and sensible from experience 





filled this station, which principally of their holy efficacy, he felt it fo be 





demands our grateful remembrance. 


his happiness no less than his duty 


/ been reared: and you possibly had _ 
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to encourage, and, as often as he had | 
opportunity, to unite in their cele- | 


bration. ! 
nance vice of every description, and 
to encourage every thing which was 


‘Che worship of the Church, in 
particular, afforded him the highest 
satisiaction, and never, (he has been | 
heard to say,) never did his soul | 
know such heavenly peace and se- | 
renity, as when, prostrate in this | 
sacred place, he poured forth its de-| 
yout emotions in the animating | 
strains of our admirable liturgy. 

His charity was as sincere and) 
ardent as his piety. Though firmly 
attached to the distinetive princi- 
ples of our Communion, from a de- | 
liberative conviction that they are 
primitive and scriptural—yet, kindly 
overlooking what he deemed the er- 
rors of others, he cordially embraced 
in the arms of affection, the Chris-. 
tian of every name, in whose tem- | 
per and conduct he found the i image 
of his Redeemer. 

The same benign principle inspir-. 
ed him with universal good will, and | 
excited in his bosom a lively con- }, 
cera for the welfare of mankind. 
Every benevolent object found his’ 
heart alive to its interests, and his 
hand open to further its advance- | 
ment. Bought with a price, he felt 
that nothing which he possessed, 
neither his time, nor his talents, nor 
his wealth, were his own, but rou 








justly be claimed by Him through 
whose precious blood he had re- 
demption. In the use of them, 
therefore, it was his aim to act as a. 
steward of the great Giver—and | 
hence he made it a point of duty to-, 
set apart no small portion of his! 
wealth to the service of religion, | 
and of the poor. Ard they, bre- 
thren, the poor, alone, can tell you 
the story of his bounties. Done in 
the privacy of retirement, where no 
eye could see but that of the Omnis- 
cient, their extent and happy effects 
shall never be known till revealed 
by the tight of the great day. But 








the poor wére not the only partgkers 
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splendid light of his example, and 
the persevering exertion of his ta- 
lents and influence to discounte- 


favourable to moral improvement 
and social happiness, he was a bene- 
factor to society at large. 

Yet, with all these virtues to re. 
| commend him—with all these good 
works to follow him, humility was 
the predominant disposition of hia 


soul. Every claim on account of _ 
them which presumption could as- | 


sert, or vanity urge, he surrendered 
at the foot of the cross. AU his 


‘efforts to promote the honour of 
God and the happiness of map, he 


considered as required by his duty, 
and even afterzall, he: felt that he 
was a very unprofitable servant, 
Hence his whole hope, not only of 
reward, but of acceptance, was re- 
| posed entirely and exclusively upon 
the righteousness of the Redeemer, 
apprehended by a firm, yet humble 
faith. To thia»be clung with all 
the powers of his soul, which perpet. 
ually breathed the self-abasing sen- 
timent——* Not unto me, not unto 
me, O Lord, but unto thy name be 
all glory. ‘This deep self-abase- 
| ment, was the result not simply of a 
consciousness that his services were 
imperfect, and would not, though 
they were exempt from defect, be of 
any ¥elue in the sight of God; but 
of a deep sense of oworthiness, of 
a strong and lively tigruption of our 
nature, and, consequénbtly, that eve- 
ry thing that wag good, either in his 
heart, or life—every holy desire— 
every good eenndl and every just 
and acceptable work, was the fruit 
of God’s powerlul grace. Abundant, 


indeed, was his life in this blessed — 


fruit ; yet, 80 great was hia diffidence 
in every thing he had done, that he 


was, at times, tempted to suspect. 


the sincerity of his faith—to suspect 

that all his virtue and devotedness 

afforded but an equivocal evidence, 

that he was accepted through the 
; 4 ’ 


ae eT a ee ee 














=e 


Te BE 


292 Religious Intelligence... Ame 
merits and sanctified by the spirit of 
his Redeemer. But, bleseed be God, 
though grief may endure for a night, 
joy cometh in the morning. As the 
termination of his warfare approach- 
ed, his faith became victorious. His 
love expelled his fears and his 
doubts; and with the calm compo- 
sure of confident trust and assured 
hope, he fell asleep in Jesus. 


—_—_—————— 


LINES 
Written after reading the Life of Henry K. White. 
By a Lady of Massachusetts. 
J saw a drop, whose trembling ray, 
Was bosom'd by a flower; 
A sun-beam drew the germ awart, 
But fancy. in its gentle sway, 
Pursued jt to a brighter day, 
Gilding a fairer flower. 


I saw a star, whose sparkling beam 
Nature had fondly given ; 

I viewed it on the blue sky stream, 

And, as 1 watehed its parting gleam, 

Imagination’s wakeful dream 
Pursued its light to heaven. 
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Third Rep6rt of the American Colonization Society. 
| Continued from page 251.) 

Of the whole number of free blacks 
in Nova Scotia, aniounting te very 
near twelve hundred, to whom the 
humane Clarkson addressed himself 
m 1792, but four or five individuals 
refused to embark with him for Si- 
erra Leone. Almost all those in 
London vielded, about the same pe- 
riod, to this natural bias. 

It is hut a few years since captain 
Paul Cuffee carried thirty-eight from 
Boston to Sierra Leone, chiefly at 
his own expense; and in a letter, 
written after this voyage, he de- 
clares, that he could have obtained 
the consent of the greater part of the 
free people of colour in that city and 
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I heard a strain of music steal 
On evening’s sacred hour; 
{ Giving that bliss which few can feel— 
It ceas’d—but taney still reveal’d, 
| That rising to a brighter field, 
li charm’d a higher power. 


Thus Hewry trembled for a time, 
On earth's fast changing bloom, 

Then died—but now, a gem divine, 
Has triumphed o’er the tomb. 





Thus Henry shed his sparkling gleam, 
In fortune’s changeful sky ; 

Then fled—but blest with bughter beam, 
He shines a star on bigh. 


Thus Hmwry’s strains of sweetness stole 
On each enrajtured ear ; 

Then ceas’d—but now, a purer soul, 
He sings, and angels hear! 





The gem that sweetly trembles now, 
The star that gilds the sky, 

Soft music, soothing sorrow’s brow, 
Must quickly fade and die— 

The soul alone will ne’er decay, 

But sparkle in eternal day. 
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generous and enlightened African 
in the last moments, fs through the 
last years of his useful and merito- 
rious life, recommended colonization 
in Africa, to his degraded country- 
men here. ‘lo this authority should 
be added many others, but especially 
that of Kizell, the guide and friend 
‘of the missionaries, Mills and Bur- 
_gess, who, like captain Cuffee, knew 
America, as well as, and Africa 
much better, than any of the oppo- 
nents of the plan of colonization. 
Some of the free blacks in Ame- 
rica who have been consulted on 
this subject, have, it is true, not con- 
sented to the choice of country, 
made for them, by the Society ; but 
in the various cities on the coast, 
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its vieinity, to remove to Africa. | 
And let it not be forgotten, that, of | 
those, whom he actually carried, | 


with him, to America. Nor should 


they have agitated for many years 
some scheme of emigration. A few 
have removed to St. Domingo; and 





those in the town of Providence, in 


there was not one disposed to return {thos was the desire of a number of 


it cease to be remembered, that this 


| Rhode-lsland, some years since, to 
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change their abode, that they sub- 
scribed a sum of money and deputed 
one ol their own body to visit the 
coast of Africa, in search of a terri- 
tory suited to their purpose. ‘Their 
wishes were deleated by the disho- 
nesty of their agent. 

The tree people of colour on the 
banks of the Wabash, who have al- 
ready encountered the hardships of 
settling and clearing a wilderness, 
have repeatedly expressed a similar 
desire. 

And if this disposition to exchange 
America, for Africa, exists in those 


states, wherein there are very Jew, | 


if any slaves, what would it be 
where emancipation is often a curse, 


rather than a blessing ? where the 


more reflecting among the people of 


colour, themselves, and the white 
inhabitants in their neighbourhood, 
however afflicted by the spectacle 
of hereditary slavery, acknowledge 
that they are every day, more and 
more convinced that it is impossible 
to advance the happiness of the 
slave, by emancipation? Liow un- 
happy is that condition, which, mid- 
way between servitude and freedom, 
knows neither the restraints of vice, 
nor the incentives of virtue! And 
can these who regard themselves as 


the peculiar friends of the people of 


colour, in America, wish them to re- 
main in this degraded, this abject 
state? No! even they begin to 
look out for a country, in which this 
unfortunate race may rise in the 


scale of existence to the level of the | 


white man, and they think that they 
have found it in the late French 
colony of St. Domingo. 

Very far, indeed, are the managers 
of this Society from dissuading any 
of the free people of colour, to accept 
the asylum generously offered to 
them, by the emperor of Hayti. But 
independent of any reference what- 
ever to the future conversion and 
civilization of Africa, is not the im- 
pediment of a foreign language, 
which the colonists must acquire, 
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| before they can understand their 
‘new laws; of a religion to Which 
‘they are strangers; of a government 
jWhich savours at least of military 
j|despotiam, sufficient to tura the 
scale in favour of Alrica, to which 
the colonists would, in time, impart. 
their own manners, religion, laws, 
land language? However disposed 
| to cherish good will and respect for 
| all other nations, an American, whe- 
= bond or tree, would probably 
jpreter an American, to a French 
| foundation, for his civil and political 
{ institutions. 
\ The general sentiment, then, of 
| the free people of colour ia the Unit- 
jed States, will probably settle down 
jin favour of Atrica, as the seat of 
their contemplated colony. ‘The 
| American Society have made this 
| choice for them, after much inquiry 
Jand reflection; and it is not proba- 
| ble that any objection will. berealter 
| be made to this Selection, if the co- 
| lony, about to be planted, shall thrive 
in its infancy. On this subject, 
however, expectations, too sanguine 
| should not be indulged; .nor tempo- 
| rary delays and disappointments pro- 
jduce despair. The beginoings of 
jall nations, not lost in fable, have 
|been inconsiderable, and their first 





| progress tardy, and laborious. ‘The 


j success of that, which the American 
| Society hope to found, will he secu- 
| red trom misfortune and accident, as 
far as human caution can provide. 
| [ts prosperity will rest, at last, on 
| that over-ruling Providence which 
guides the destiny of man, 

| It has been urged, and this objec- 
tion seems to comprise the very pith 
jand marrow of all the arguments 
‘against the colonization of Africa, 
jon the principles of the. American 
| Society, that the colony will not 
}be able lo receive and subsist, nor the 
| Society to transport thither, all the 
\ free people of colour of the United 
| States. 

| The authors of this objection have 
‘not denied that a flourishing colony 
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may be established on the African | 
coast; and some of them have as- 
serted that the present population of 
the United States have sprung from 
a comparatively very small number 
of emigrants. And if ao empire, re- 
sembling in extent and prosperity, 
these United States, can be founded 
on the western coast of Africa, with 
means so inconsiderable, and, there- 
fore, 80 attainable, who would have 
the inhumanity to refuse his co-ope- 
ration in a work 80 giorious! 


294 Rehgiout Intellige NCE... 





Foreign Summary APRIL. 
and happiness of society, ought ne- 
ver to be abandoned. 

[To be continued. } 


FOREIGN sUMMARY. ™ 

We bave received the’ European 
periodical publications to January 
last. ‘Tbe Missionary Pegister for 
that month commences its annu- 
al survey of Missionary stations 
throughout the world. We sincerely 
tecret that the limits of our Work 
forbid the insertion of this survey 








It must be perceived, therefore, | 
that this objection applies to the | 
earnest hopes, rather than to the ex: | 
press purpose of the American So- 
ciety. But as it is believed that the | 
objection itself is susceptible of com- | 
plete reiutation, it is proper to ex- 
amine the basis on which it rests. 

It will be readily conceded that 
no colony, nor any number of colo- 





entire, as it contains a body of in- 
formation which we are unwilling to 
withhold from any of our readers. 
We earnestly desire that none should 
be ignorant of the actual progress of 
a work in which it is the duty of all 
to assist; and are persuaded that 
none can read the history of Mis- 
sionary labours, but with a high de- 
gree of interest. We have, there- 
fore prepared an abstract of the sur- 


: 





nies can afford to receive, in any one 
year, a greater number of emigrants, 
than the anual surplus product of | 
their soil, aided by importation, will | 
sustain; and, consequently, thai, | 
unless a number of free people of | 
colour, exceeding in amount the an- | 
nual increase of that description of | 
persons in America, can be annually | 
provided for in Alrica, the whole of | 
that population cannot be there ac- 
cominodaied. 

The same principle and deduc- 
tion apply with the same force to 
any plan of colonizing all the free | 


Their application shall be consider- 
ed in both respects. For, although | 
it is believed, and is, indeed, too ob- | 
vious to require proof, that the colo- 
nization of the free people of colour, | 
alone, would not only tend to civilize | 
Africa; to abolish the slave-trade;_ 
and greatly to advance their own. 
happiness ; but te promote that, al 


so, of the other classes of society, | 
the proprietors and their slaves, yet 
the hope of the gradual and utter 
abolition of slavery, in a manner 
consisient with the rights, interests, | 


people of colour, bond and Senet 


vey given in the Register, embra- 
| cing substantially the same informa- 
tion; and commence the publication 
of it io the present number. ‘The 
entire abstract will probably oc@upy 
a lew pages ia each of the following 
numbers of the present volume of 
the work. 

In the following survey, passing 
in order by the western, southern, 


| and eastern coasts of Africa into the 


Viedi(erranean, we enter the Black 
sea; and thence by Northern Asia, 
Thibet, and China, proceed to India 
beyond, and then within the Ganges; 
then, t aversing the Asiatic Islands, 
Ausiralasia and Polynesia, we pass 
by South America, the West-India 
Islands, and the North American 


| Indians, to the close of the survey 
‘in Labrador, and Greenland. 


West-Afriea. 
The first place which claims at- 
tention in our survey is Baruuxs®, 
a settlement lately formed on the 


| {stand of St. Mary, at the mouth of 
| the Gambia, between 13 and 14 de- 


grees north of the line. 
This settlement owes its origin 
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to the restoration of Senegal and 
Goree to the French; a consider- 
able number of British retiring, on 
that occasion, to the island oi St. 
Mary. ‘his island is of some ex- 
tent; but is low, and used to be 
unhealthy; the wood is, however, 
clearing away, and the salubrity of 
the place greatly increased. ‘he 
natives are all Mahomedans. ‘The 
main land, from which the island is 
separated by a shallow stream of 
half a mile broad, is inhabited by | 
Mandingoes. ‘There is an earnest | 
desire of improvement in some ol 
the natives. 

The settlement is, at present, a) 
dependency on the colony of Sierra | 
Leone. it has the advantage of five 
degrees of higher northern latitude 
than that colony; and is, of course, 
less exposed to the severity of the 
tropical rains. Governor M‘Car- 
thy watches over this infant. settle- 
ment with anxiety, and anticipates 
the best effeets from its establishment, 

‘The Wesleyan Missionary Socie- 
ty has appointed Mr. W. Walker as 
a Missionary to this station, and in- 
tend to appoint a second. ‘The 
Committee have been induced to 
enter on this Mission” by the pros- 
pect of usefulness among the nume- 
rous tribes on the banks of the Gam- 
bia, and the facilities which the 
Mission may open for diffusing the 
light of truth in the interior. 


The next sphere of action. on the 

African coast is the colony of 
SreERRA LEONE. 

Under the exertions of the gover- 
nor, and by the blessing of God on 
the christian 
the colony continues to advance in 
civilization, and in the influence of 
religion on its newly acquired inha- 
bitants. 

The official returns in January, 
1819, state the population, exclu- 
sive of the military, to be 9664 .per- 
sons, of whom 2104 were receiving 


a 


labourers engaged, | 


urvey of Missionary Stations. 395 

To the eight parishes before 
formed, a mith has been added; 
that of St. Kdward, at Cape Shilling, 
,in the south-western extremity of 
tthe colony, the town of which has 
been named Kent. 

Institutions connected with the 
propagation of christianity are be- 
ginning to reflect honéur on the col- 
ony. ‘The Auxiliary Bible Society 
continues its exertions. An Aux- 
iliary to that Society was formed in 
the colony, in October, 1818, which 
is zealously supported by such of 
‘he liberated negroes as begin to 
leel the influence of religion; and 
the cause is advocated by some ol 
them with the true eloquence of 
christian feeling. 
| ‘The rains ot the last year were 
} severe beyond the memory of man; 
and sickness and mortality more 
than ordinarily prevalent. ‘The 
,colonial service, and the Church 
aud Wesleyan Missionary Societies, 
have to deplore the loss of several 
valuable labourers. 

Messrs. Morgan, Taylor, and 
Bull, with Mrs. Morgan and Mrs. 
Taylor, arrived at the Colony, from 
the Church Missionary Society, De- 
cember 28, 1618; and Mr. and Mrs, 
| Jesty, and Mr. Barrett, March 26, 
1819: Mr. Baker and Mr. Gilleson 
having arrived from the Wesleyan 
| Missionary Society, in February. 

The rains began very early.-- 
One of the new comers, Mr. Barrett, 
soon fell a victim. 
On the 7th July, Mrs. Jesty, af- 
‘ter being delivered of a still-born 
| child, departed in the triumph of 
faith. 
On the 23d of the same month, 
this valuable woman was followed 
| by Mr. Cates, a man whose talents 
‘and devotedness gave the highest 
promise of usefulness in his Master’s 
service among these injured tribes. 

Or Sunday, the Ist of August,. 

the Rev. John Collier, who had suc- 
ceeded the late Rev. W. Garnon as 











‘education. 


first chaplain of the colony, “clos: 
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ed his eyes,” says Mr. Renner, “ at! arrangement be then found expedi- 
half past ten in the morning, at the | ent. 
time when he usually stood up in’ 

the service of his Master, beseech- |) 


‘The national system has been 
introduced by the Society into these 


ing his people in Christ's stead, to 
be reconciled unto God’—but un- 
able, from debility, to notice things | 
around him. 

Qn the 10th of August, this me- 


Jancholy fist of Christian labourers | 


in the country schools. 





schools, and education placed there- 


by on one unilorm plan throughout 
the colony; that system having 
been adopied, {rom the beginning, 
Its good 
effects are manifest. Both children 


Rn te ot 
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departed in the full assurance of | the progress of the scholars is be- 

faith, praising God that he found, youd expectation. An adult school, 

Christ precious to him in his dying} also, is in a prosperous state. 

hours. } Mr. Jesty, at the request of the 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, embarked, 1 governor, has engaged in instruct- 

at Gravesend, on board the Maida, ing the negroes in the hamlet of 

on the 27th of December, and left, Bambarra, near Freetown, every 

Falmouth Roads on the Sth Janua-) Sunday morning, and twice in the 

ry. They were accompanied by | week. 

the following labourers : | Wesleyan Missionary Society. Jobn 
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Was closed hy Mr. Gilleson; who) and parents are pleased with it, and | 
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School-masters.—James Lisk, Ro- 
bert Beckley. 

School nistresses.—Mrs. Lisk, Mrs. 
Beckley, Mary Boufiler, Hannah 
Johnson, and, Rebecca Price. 

Faee Town. 

The chief town in the colony— 
Inhajitants, exclusive of the milita- 
ry. 1430. 

Church Misstonary Society. School- 
master, Thomas Jesty. Native As- |; 
sistant, Geoige Fox. 

The charge of the colonial schools, 
established in Freetown, chiefly for | 
the children. of the Nova-scotia and 
Marcon settlers, has wholly devolvy- 
ed ou the Society since the begin- 
ming of 1818. By the last returns 
there were 574 scholars. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan, on their 
first arrival, took charge of these 
schools. ‘They were succeeded by 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesty. Mr. Jesty is 
assisted by George Fox, an intelli- 
gent native, instructed in the Bri- 
tish system at the Borough Road 
school. Mr. and Mrs. Beckley and 
Mary Bouffler are, on their arrival at 
the colony, to assist in the charge 
of the Freetown schools should that 





Baker. On the arrival of Messrs, 
Baker and Gilleson, in February, 
Mr. Brown, who had for three years 
laboured with success, proceeded te 
the West-Indies. Mr. Gilleson, as 
has been belore stated, is since 
dead. 

There are five places, at which 
there is regularly preaching. ‘I'wo 
a these are in Freetown, and the 
other three in villages connected 
with it. 

At‘ the east end of Freetown is 
the principal chapel, built of wood, 
which will hold from 300 to 400 
persons. The congregation, con- 
| sisting of Nova-Scotia and Maroon 
settlers and liberated negroes, is 
usually larger on Sundays than can 
be accommodated. 

At the west end of Freetown, 
among the Maroons and liberated 
Negroes, there is preaching in one 
of their huts. twice a week. 

At Congo Town, where there are 
from 300 to 400 liberated negroes, 
exclusive of children, a stone cha- 





pel was building, 30 feet by 20. 
From 40 to 80 persons attend. 
Soldiers’ Town is so called from 
being the residence of the liberated 
negroes who are in the African 
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There are about 600 adults 
From 50 to 150 
attend divine worship. ‘The cha- 
pel is a wattled building. Good 
success has been granted to the la- 
bours here. 

Portuguese Town takes its name 
from the inhabitants having been 
liberated from slave ships of that 
nation. Under many discourage- 
ments, success began to reward the 
labourers. Here also is a chapel 
built of wattles, in the country style. 

Some striking instances of the 
power of divine grace have occurred. 
The number of members was 200. 

Kissey. 

A town of liberated negroes, in 
the parish of St. Patrick.—Inhabi- 
tants in the town and its vicinity, 
80. 

Church Misstonary Soctety. 1216, 
Gustavus Reinhold Nylander, Minis- 
ter; Stephen Caulker, Native Usher; 
Mrs. Wenzel, School-mistress. 


Corps. 
beside children. 





Mr. Nylander has steadily perse- | 


vered in his labours, under many ip- 
firmities, and without much apparent 
a considerable proportion, 
however, of the negroes, attend 
publie worship. 

There are 236 scholars in the 


schools. 


Mr. Barret, was appointed as} 


school-master at this station; but! 
had only just entered on his labours, | 
when he was called, as we have! 
stated, to his eternal rest. 

[ To be continued. | 





From a letter addressed by the 
clergy of the diocese of Elphin, 
Ireland, to their late Bishop on his 
translation to the elevated rank of 
Primate or Archbishop of ‘Tuam, we 
are happy to find that monthly asso- 
ciations of the clergy, similar to 
those recently established in the 
Dioceses of Virginia and Maryland. 
in our own country, have been insti- 
tuted, and proved highly beneficial. 
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this exemplary and active prelate 
says—* | offer my most grateful 
thanks to you for having, under Pro- 
vidence, introduced into my late 
diocese, that most valuable institu. 
tion, ‘the Monthly Clerical Associa- 
(tion; an instrution, the progressive 
good etfects of which | have obser- 
ved among yourselves, and have 
thankfully experienced myself; an 
institution which has dispelled jea- 
lousies and prejudices, and connect. 
ed and cemented christian love 
and charity, in persons of discrep- 
ant opinions on some points; an ine 
stitution which, though only in its in- 
taney, has already proved so great 
a blessing to the diocese of Elphin, 
sand. which IT would rejoice to see 
extended over the whele empire.” 


oP 
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DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
Theological Mdueation. 


In the present destitute condition of the 
(Episcopal church and the great and in 
demand for ministers in every 
section of the country, the importance of 
waking some provision for the education of 
pious young men for the ministry, must be 
obvious tO every one who feels an interest 
in the Redéemer’s cause, 

The Education Society, which originated in 
the District of Columbia, already has extend- 
ed its aid to two candidates for the ministry, 
who are now prosecutiug their studies, and ° 
| with the blessing of God will soon enter 
} upon the duties of the sacred office. Other 
| pressing calls have been made for assist- 

ance, but, for the want of sufficient means, 
| it has not been able to comply with their 
| urgent demands, upon its bounty, We 
| have reason to believe that the present 


creasing 


i 
} 


| and eternal happiness of many perishing 
souls, depends upon the active exertions 
| and liberal contributions of the friends of 
| religion, It is the cause of God and human 
| happiness, and we hope and trust that all 
who love the Lord will lend all the assist- 
| ance, in their power. 

Under this impression we take the fiberty 
of again calling the attention of the different 
congregations, belonging to our communion, 
to the propriety and usefulness of organiz- 
ing among them, societies in aid of this 
important object. With this view, and for 
the purpose of affording to the ladies iu 








In reply to the address of the clergy, 


each congregation, an epportitnity of doing 
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someting for the general cause, we insert 
the following constitution, 

In the short period of two or three weeks 
after the organization of this Auxiliary So- 
clety, its funds amounted to between thirty 
and forty dollars. 


CONSTITUTION, 


Of the Female Cent Society, of the City 
eof Washington, Auxiliary to “the Society 
@r the education of pious young men for 
the ministry in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church,” in the District of Columbia. 

1. The officers of this Society shall con- 
sist of a President, two Vice-Presidents, a 


.-Domestic Summaiy. 


APRIL, 1820. 


enjoy perfect health, The same _ letters 
contain the pleasing intelligence of a most 
signal display of divine grace, during the 
Avyace iu the saving conversion from sin ta 
wi it is believed, of the whole ship's 
c#w, (consisting of 16 persons,) the capt. 
alone excepted, who was previously a man 
of piety. The means employed by the mis- 
sionaries on the passage, which God was 
pleased to bless for the accomplishment of 
this gracious work, were, the’ distribution 
of bibles and religious tracts among the 
seamen, religious services, and faithiul and 
frequent private conversation with individ. 
uals. Many of the crew were at the time 


_ ~ 





Secretary and Treasurer, whose duty it 
ahall be to manage all the concerns of the 
Society as hereafter directed. 

2. The President shall have power to 
eall a meeting of the Society, and in case 
ef her absence, or death, either of the 
Vice-Presidents, at the request of any two 
members of the Society, at such time and 
place, as may be deemed most convenieut, 
five of whom shall constitute a quorum, for 
the trausaction of business. 

3. The President, Vice-Presidents, Sec- 
retary, and Treasurer, shall constitute a 
board of Managers, three of whom shail 
form a quorum, whose duty it shall be to 
mect on the last Saturday of every month 
and superintend all the concerns of the So- 
ciety, and to make a report thereof at each 
annual meeting. 

4. Any person, shall be considered 
a member of this Society on paying twelve 
and a half cents or more, and subscribing 
to the Constitution ; and afterwards con- 
tributing one cent per week, payable weekly, 
mouthly, or quarterly, at the option of the 
subscriber : any person paying five dollars, 
or upwards, at one time, shall be consid- 
ered a member for life. 

5. The annual meeting of the Society, 
shall be held, on the 2d Thursday, in Oc- 
tober, in each year. 

6. The funds of this Society, shall be 
regularly paid into the hands of the Treas- 
urer, of the Parent Society above named, 
immediately after each annual meeting. 

This constitution shall be unalterable, 


and with the concurrence of two thirds of 
the members present. 





of sailing extremely de itute of religious 
knowledge. Several were secredly  sc«pti- 
cal, or decidedly hostile to the doctrines of 
the gospel—and it appears that all were 
openly profane. In every case the under- 
standing seems to have been enlightened by 
instruction, and convinced of the truth, be- 
fore the heart was changed by the omnipo- 
tency of the Spirit. Of the genuineness of 
the change, all had exhibited the most 
satisfactory evidences up to the date of the 
letters. 





Proposals have heen issued for the pub- 
lication in New-York, of a volume of dis- 
courses collected trom the manuscripts of 
the lamented Rev. James W. Eastburn, 
late Rector of St. George’s, Accomack 
county, Virginia. They treat of the most 
useful and interesting doctsinal and prac- 
tical subjects in theology. From the evan- 
zelical views of the Author—the piety of 
his character, and his known talents as a 
polished and sensible writer, we entertain 
a confident expectation that the volume 
will prove equally useful and ‘acceptable 
to the friends of experimental religion. 








Rey. Jedediah Morse, D.D. by the ap- 
| pointment of the executive, is about to per- 
}form a tour throughout the United States, 
the object of which is to visit and ascer- 
| tain the present condition of the several 
Indian tribes, to whom the late benevolent 
provision of the general government for In- 
dian civilization, is to be extended. It is 


unless at an annual meeting of the Society | carnestly recommended the different mis- 


sionary and charitable associations to avail 
themselves of the information and facilities 
which the benevolent interference of the 
government shall furnish them to diffuse 








The American Board for Foreign Mis- 
suons, embarked in June last, four mission- | 
aries with their wives, on beard the Indus, 
bound to Bengal, to strengthen their sta- } 
tions in Ceylon, and at Bombay. By let- | 
ters recently received we learn that they | 
all arrived in India, early in October, after | 
a tavourable passage, and continued to’ 


more effectually among these wretched 
heathen, the knowledge of the gospel. 





The next General Convention meets in 
Philadelphia, on Tuesday, 16th of May— 
Convention of Virginia in Alexandria, 11th 
of May—and of Maryland, in Baltimore; 
Wednesday 31st of May. 
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